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elderly men, employing the simplest of measures, spe^dng 
in halting Spanish, doing what he could and arranging for 
serious cases to be sent to hospitals in Baja California, and 
seemed to forget his guests. Then tiiey adjourned to the 
tienda and drank, and the nurse brou^t them a paste of 
refried beans and tough unhung meat and tortillas to eat. 
Untired, restored ^ always by these visits, Henry talked 
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off the cuff at an XHB microphone of the hope for 
manJdnd in an enlightened era and of how to defeat the 
December Syndrome. He telephoned San Pat for the 
airstrip lights to be turned on, and Terry took them 
smoothly back after dark and deposited them at the clinic. 
David began shepherding his charges, but Henry, suddenly 
weary and discontent, interfered; he was in a mood for ex¬ 
periment. 

“Now then,” he said. “It’s been a long day, and Tve 
worked up a thirst. Will you join me, gentlemen?” 

Glum and resigned, David followed the group to Hen¬ 
ry’s house. Frank came by to twinkle, turn down a 
highball, wish everybody the best, and retire. Marty and 
Ted proved themselves able drinkers and not of a disposi¬ 
tion to refuse good liquor. The hours grew small, and Hen¬ 
ry, sweating and huge and bronzed, drank more than they 
and spoke of what he was learning and how he theorized 
and how much he might accomplish if he lasted long 
enough. He fascinated them. Abruptly he stopped. 

“To hell with that,” he said, and griimed. “That’s my 
public figure, the stuffing in my shirt, and I’m sick of pos¬ 
ing. We’re all drunk, and this is a time for revelation. To 
answer any further questions you may ask—^the important 
question, you understand—of course I am a faker. I got in¬ 
to this line because ctf an irresistible compulsion to see bare 
asses—aU the bare asses in the United States. Someday I’m 
going to write a book on them if I can dodge being ap¬ 
prehended for sodomy. Ted, Marty, I’ve enjoyed meeting 
you. David’s sober, he’ll lead you to Dr. Frances’s house. 
When you ^t up in the mornin g —^i£ you can get up—^I’ll 
give you a revivifying shot of hormonal tissue. You’ll be 
amazed at the speed of your recovery and how well you 
will feel afterward. Then you can go out and spread my 
happy tidings. Goodnight, my friends.” 

He was as good as his word, already up and busy at 
their haggard and shaky appearance, and injected them. 
Their uneasiness and nervous starts made him laugh. 
“Wait,” he said. “There’s merely the prick of the needle. In 
five minutes you’ll feel restored. It’s miraculous! I had one 
myself.” 

“I’ll tell you this. Doctor,” Marty said. “You have my 
confidence. Anyone who can put down as much as you did 
last night and hmction early the next morning has to be a 
superman.” 

“A superman,” Ted said. “You beat me to it.” 
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David escorted them to the dining hall and the special 
breakfast Helge was preparing, and returned. “May heaven 
be my witness,” he said, “they’re bright and gay and 
hxongry. Within five minutes, Doctor. What hath God 
wrou^t?” 

“I’ve tampered with the truth,” Henry replied. “It isn’t 
cellular therapy but my own compound of ephedrme and 
chloral hydrate—stimulant and depressant, ideal for 
hangovers. I thought giving the dose a greater dignity 
might help.” 

“Nice touch. You’ve charmed them, mostly contrary to 
my suggestions. Ted, the editor, is the important guy, and 
he told me, ‘IX)ctor’s a genius, no question of it. And he’s 
human and crazy and unfathomable. I’ve never met a man 
like him. You’d need years to understand turn. I can almost 
believe he can do anything, and I’m not very im¬ 
pressionable.’ ” 

, “Well, that’s a relief to hear. I’m not quite sure what I 
said last night.” 

“You made sense. They liked and were flattered by the 
undress review and your frankness. Marty confided in 
me—^he says the New York boys have collected material 
on Frank that isn’t pretty, but he’s practically convinced 
Ted that he ought to fight against running it. He said, 
“Watching Doctor do his stuff for nothing in that lousy 
Mexican village damned near brought tears to my eyes. 
How can you rip up a man who’s willing to follow his own 
precepts?” 

“Good. But I don’t want Frank left out of it. What else 
do they have that’s damaging?” 

“I don’t know,” David said. “After we’re back in Los 
Angeles and tihiey’re cleaned up, 1*11 have John read them a 
little homily on the perils of libel.” 

“As ever, thanks for your aid and devotion, David.” 

“Why? You have no need of me.” 

Presently Ted and Marty came to say goodbye, breezy 
and affable, and Henry shook hands with them. “Let me 
know if you feel the need of more information,” he said. 
“Or revitalizing. We have nothing to conceal.” 

“Except how you enable the human body to ac¬ 
commodate to the presence of a foreign protein,” Marty 
said. 

“Yes,” Henry said, “but I’ve been thmking about it. One 
day, when we have learned enough and the time is ripe. Dr. 
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Frances and I will reveal our little secret. Meanwhile, other 
researchers are free to find what we found.” 

“A last question,” Tbd said, *Tm sure you won’t answer, 
Doctor. We know of various important people you’ve 
treated, including Houston Hailing and Lane Grammercy, 
but what of a man like Samuel Guerdrich, the movie pro¬ 
ducer? The rumor is that he helped you financially. Out of 
gratitude. Is it true?” 

Henry nodded. 

“You’re on toudiy ground, fellows,” David said. “Sony. 
The interview’s over.” 

“Sony,” Henry said, “It isn’t.” 

Ted ^anced at David’s reddening face and smiled. 
“Doctor, you’re a gem. Is Guerdrich really a patient?” 

“Yes.” 

“You encourage me. What about Alfred Baggs?” 

“He has been my patient. Anything else?* 

“That’s all,” Ted said. “Tha^ you very, very much. 
Doctor.” 

Watching them drive away, Henry thought the interview 
was now unquestionably over. He wondered at the 
autonomic rebellion David triggered in him. They had an 
affection for each other, they had profited together; they 
came from roughly similar backgrounds, they had suffered 
the same psychic wounds, their disappointments and 
frustrations and ages were not greatly different. David 
respected him, and yet Henry would not, could not, accept 
David’s loyalty and partnership. What buried fundamental 
disaffection loomed between them? Heiuy was, finally, no 
man or woman’s property, fanaticd in k^ping free the 
precarious entity that was his, and therefore unreachable. 
He was ^one ... 

Three weeks after David called Henry to say he had 
received proofs of the Dateline “portrait.” “Shall I read it 
to you?” he asked. 

“No,” Henry said. ‘Tm swamped here. Give me die 
gist.” 

“Well, it’s far more favorable than unfavorable—^better 
than I expected. The piece is headed ‘Genius or 
Charlatan?’ and genius comes out ahead. Your picture is 
going to be on the magazine cover. They didn’t slug Frank, 
but the medical experts they consulted take a dim view of 
your discoveries. Surprisingly, you get some good marks 
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for political endeavor, and your work with the San Pahio 
peasants is featured. It’s really more the crusading doctor 
with flie golden voice than the sexy innovator furnishing 
perpetual youth. No real editorial conclusions are drawn. 
A considerable victory, I’d say.” 

“And Guerdrich and Baggs?” 

“Theyhe in it. They couldn’t be reached for comment.” 

“Are you still angry with me, David?” 

“No. You have style, Doctor, and the magio touch. 
You’ve gone beyond a simple press agent. The airplane, the 
Mexican radio station, largesse to the poor, whiskey, the 
cure of hangovers, overtones of sex, alliance with the New 
Deal—^that’s the stuff of romance and celebrity. You’re big 
and strong and established and too hi^ now to seriously 
disparage. You’ve arrived. You’re legend.” 

“You are being ironical.” 

“Am I? That’s possible. But what I said is factud.” 

“Can’t you forgive me growing so large?” 

“Perhaps not—^the fate of all kingmakers. You’re no 
longer mine. Pm a jealous admirer about to go into the 
discard.. Anybody of e min ence is always forced to drop his 
old companions.” 

“David, it’s curious, isn’t it? We are almost like lovers, 
and ill fitted for it. And I am ludicrouly oast in the part of 
the giddy female.” 

“I don’t think we’d better go into it, Doctor.” 

Henry laughed. “No. We mi^t uncover some singularly 
unpleasant things in ourselves. But still we have had the 
same mothers, more or less, and the same women and 
ambitions. Well, goodnight, my friend. You are that, you 
know, in i^ite of everything.” 

“Yes. Goodni^t, Henry.” 
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Machinery turned again across the country. Hope revived. 
Banking and the dollar were staMe. In the White House a 
marvelous, witty, ludd man, speaking superbly on radio, 
proclaimed his confidence in himself and his people. Yet it 
remained a time of families adrift on the land, doors shut 
on beggars and hapless salesmen, worn-out dothing and 
dioes, breadlines and soup kitch^is, and men living in 
filthy kennels in dumping grounds. 

The Brulard Olinic was instated from the distasteful. 
Except for Henry’s attacks on the dd order, the depression 
kept its distance. Even in broadcasting, he ^lifted emphasis 
from purely social andi economic problems to more 
medically related subjects. Now he ^oke on the need for 
exploration and care in the field of mental health, so far 
appallingly ne^ected in America, and called for full federal 
invdvement and control in public health. He said an essen¬ 
tial function of govmnmenit was preservation of the 
physical well-being of citizens. He advocated formation of 
clinics with, every kind of specialist on cfflotral urban loca¬ 
tions, and especially in rural areas where adequate care 
was often nonexistent, which would provide complete seiv 
vices at low cost under the aegis of Washington; he wanted 
a basic health program avaUabie to the entire population; 
he proposed ^oup health payment plans, health insurance 
policies underwritten by the Treasury, and methods of 
compulsory taxation; and he oritidzed the ignorance and 
limited training of the majority of medical practitioners, 
who ought to be federally financed so they could secure 
postgraduate study. In his opinion the expenditure of le^ 
than fifty cents per capita annually for medical aid by 
Americans outside the metropolitan enclaves was shame¬ 
ful 
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“No man,” he said repeatedly, “can claim the right to 
call himself civilized when, for the sake of profit, he ^ows 
many of his countrymen to sicken and die. Yet th^ is the 
position taken by organized doctors and their asso¬ 
ciations—they have formed a tight combine intend^ only 
to protect ttieir vested obstinacy and avariciousaep.” 

His shafts hurt. Resolutions were passed against him. 
Newspapers took cognizance of tus diatribes and proposals 
and generally sided with the hierarchies of medicine. He 
was accused in the American Medical Review of “attempt¬ 
ing the socialization of medical practice and the nurturing 
of a race of self-pitying hypochondriacs, as well as indulg¬ 
ing in unacceptable and unproved procedures in his so- 
called clinic” in a blistering editorial signed by Lawrence 
Bokking, M.D. 

Henry’s dependence on John Drumm closed as he 
resumed employing his own ideas and language. Feeling 
keenly the defection of a man he had raised in his image 
and provided with, indispensable material, and hon^tly 
worried at his rashness, John resisted the new line. ‘‘You 
can do the most ^x)d in the general area,” he argued. “And 
be a smart politician. Don’t get down to cases. They can 
hang you for hard and fast opinions. Health and reforma¬ 
tion of the medical establishment is only a anall part of the 
scene.” 

“I’m a doctor, am I not?” Henry said. “Why shouldn 11 
stick to medicine. Don’t you approve of my ideas? Aren’t 
they sound?” 

“Sure. But you’re at least a quarter of a century pre¬ 
mature.” . 

“Unless I can reach enough people through then ra¬ 
dios.” 

“There’s something else,” John said, “which comes under 
the listing of reasonable caution. You’re starting to draw 
too much fire from the medicos. They can prebably st^d 
your flashy career and getting rich, but backing socialized 
medicine and belaboring them for opposing it might be the 
last straw. Do you happen to remember that old chestnut 
about fouling one’s own nest?” 

“John, I don’t really recall asking for your advice on 
this.” 

“All right. I’ll close by a mention of the doUars-and 
cents aspect. We have three pending suits for malpractice 
and Ben reports plenty of stirring in Sacramento witii the 
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object of promoting a review by the state board of medical 
examiners.” 

“But he doesn’t think they’ll touch me, does he?” 

“Not you—^Frank. And, given your present bent on the 
radio, you can count on more malpractice actions with ex¬ 
pert, willing testimony to support them.” 

“We’ll cross that bridge when we come to it , . . My 
work at the clinic has made me a decent run-of-the-mill 
I^chologist, John. May I diagnose for you? I suspect 
you’re bothered by a sense of rejection and dimished im¬ 
portance. Don’t take it seriously or let it interfere with 
your duties.” 

“Thanks, Doctor. I didn’t know what aikd me, and I 
wouldn’t dare suggest you’re bothered by a fe eling of in¬ 
creased importance.” 

“(M course you may,” Henry said, and laughed, “It’s 
quite true.” 

With an amplitude of trade, Frank could furnish addi¬ 
tional luxuries for Brulard. One of them was a reduction 
of his workload, and he raised the subject of brin ging in 
another physician on a salaried basis. He had a man in 
mind, young, kerai, not afraid of criticism for unor- 
thodc^, impressed by revitalization, an osfet^ath of local 
experience. Murman Kipp was his name, and Fr ank- had 
known Ms late father, also a doctor, and a cousin of the 
sainted Mrs, Frances; that made Murman some sort of dis¬ 
tant relative of Frank’s, and he thought a whiff of kinsMp 
would help ensure loyalty and discretion. “Fact is, Henry,” 
he went on, “the boy has had considerable training in the 
care of unfortunate ladies with never a hint of scandal. His 
is a phlegmatic temperament, you might say. I feel you 
would like him.” 

“Hire Mm,” Henry said. “We’re both overworking.” 

“No, no,” Frank demurred. “Not until you have per¬ 
sonally passed on him. You’re in command.” 

In a few days Murman Kipp presented himself. He had 
a pink complexion and cropped blond hair and sharp blue 
eyes and a burly build. His manner was assured and cas¬ 
ual. Henry detected qualities of his own in Kipp and 
talked to him bluntly. 

“You’ll have to perform the dirty work,” he said. “The 
hard labor, some of it confidential. And keep your mouth 
shut. What you see around you will make your compensa- 
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tion seem inadequate, whatever Frank pays you. I want a 
flunky, not a colleague—somebody to follow instructions 
without question. You won’t do lab tests or be in tm secrets 
or make decisions. Is that all understood?” 

“Okay, Doctor.” 

“Don’t ocmdescend to your Uncle Frank, if that’s what 
he is. It will lead to misfortune.” 

“Shall I put on my clinical coat and start looking at 
butts, Doctor?” Muimaa asked. “I’m ready.” 

“Yes,” said Henry, and smiled. “But I’ll thank you to 
preserve a certain dignity.” 

Murman became a valuable acquisition. He readily 
grasp^ the dinic techniques—^including Henry’s method 
of disposing of unwanted fetuses—and indulged in no ex¬ 
traneous questions. His conduct toward his seniors was 
correct. He was popular with patients. Frank began refer¬ 
ring to him as “my second and younger son.” Even Tiny 
seemed to regard him with favor, and Henry specula^ 
pleasantly on whether she mi^t get around to sleeping 
with him; he enjoyed the idea of this t^t of Murman’s vir¬ 
tue, wisdom, courage and copulative reserves. 

As the fall wore on, he was treated to another of 
Frank’s benefactions. The contractor from San Diego ap¬ 
peared, in the company of Harold Green; they had rolls of 
blueprints, and trucks followed them, dumping loads of 
building materials. Oonstruction of tire new house had 
been ordered. 

“I took the liberty of not consulting you beforehand,” 
Frank explained, “in the hope that you would be agreeably 
surprised, Henry. When you are pleased, so am 1. Procur¬ 
ing your contentn^nt is my main function.” 

“Nothing could have jdeased me more,” Henry said. 

Having seen the formdations being dug, they went back 
to Henry’s office and closeted themselves. “Let me speak 
of finances for a moment,” Frank said. “I am not acting 
foolishly, I assure you, in giving you the house. Mrs. 
TeaknuBi and I have just finished a thorough overhaul of 
our position and tried to forcast our future. My boy, if 
business holds up, I think we can take in a millioitt dollars 
clear in the next twelve months.” He paused and savored 
the words slowly on his tongue. “A ... miltion ... dollars” 

Henry had difficulty envisioiung that sum. “Are you 
sure?” 

“Well, as positive as anyone could be looking that far 
ahead,” 



“Good God,” Heniy said. “It’s incredible. To be free in 
a year-” 

“Free? Why should you want freedom from this? 
Maybe we are only at the start of our prosperity.” 

“I mean if we are unlucky, or if something happens.” 

“We should take care to avoid trouble,” Frank said. 
“Great care. How could a sensible man find a better 
career than this? May I say a few cautionary words, Doc¬ 
tor?” 

“Yes. I’ve been waiting for them.” 

“Forgive me. But please ease up on your appeals for so¬ 
cialized medicine, and stop the attacks on other medical 
men. You are arousing tremendous enmity. I would not 
dare to remonstrate with you, but the extent of the bit¬ 
terness you are cultivating makes me tremble. I fear your 
reputation and the fate of the clinic itself is at stake. I 
don’t care for myself-” 

“I think you do,” Henry said. “Ben has warned they’re 
trying to get at me through you, hasn’t he?” 

Frank nodded, paling and breathing rapidly. 

“Listen to me,” Hemry said. ‘Tm a gambler and perhaps 
an egomaniac, and you must take me for what I am. I 
want it aU, or nothing. I have what passes for conscience to 
appease, some justifying of myself to accomplish—^I know 
those things are incomprehensible to you. The power is im¬ 
portant to me, not the money—another matter you don’t 
comprehend.” He shook his head impatiently. “Explaining 
won’t help us. Let it go. The decisions are min e, the 
finances yours. We must do as I say. I’ve done enou^ for 
you, Frank. I don’t give a damn if you finally lose your 
license. You won’t need it any more. TeH Ben that, and 
they’ll leave you alone.” 

“It’s more than me—they are striking at the clinic aud 
how it is conducted-” 

“Who cares? You can buy them off.” Henry shrugged. 
“Or if I am too objectionable to you, combine with Tiny 
and use your majority interest to vote me down. I’ll sell to 
you aud your partner and go elsewhere.” 

“No, Henry,” Frank said. “No, please. I am sorry I have 
angered you.” 

Each daybreak, in the half-light, Henry walked out to 
see his house, undisturbed by workmen and the sounds of 
building. The cellars were in, the walls of brick rising. A 
master mason had been recruited from San Francisco to 
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erect the arches and the frontal colonnade. TaU stacks of 
brick and tile lay waiting for the application of cement. In 
San Pat, where the artisans stayed, a lively topic of con¬ 
versation was Doctor’s stupendous house. Hal had received 
other commissions through its influeoc^, and requested 
permissioo, promptly granted, to join a good Los Angeles 
architectural firm and bring his work with him; thus other 
men were adding grace notes and expense to the structure. 

Blueprints meant nothing to Henry. Hal’s elaborate 
renderings were not helpful either; he needed the solid 
substan<» to convince him. Standing at the site alone, he 
could see himself there, enclosed and secure, entertaining 
by candlelight, reading, listening to music, drinking, 
inspecting the strange succulents prtMnised for his garden, 
having a woman in a great carved dark bed, canopy- 
covered. But he was incapable of seeing this with satisfying 
clarity. In his eyes was a film which distorted and left the 
reality wavery. He had changed. The dream was not 
translatable. He was bound, entangled, trapped—^his voli¬ 
tion was gone. 

One morning he met Irene. She came up and stood 
quietly beside him, in her toweling robe. He had seen her 
frequently in the administrative office and liked her 
posture and attractive dresses and well-arranged long hair 
and unmarked face, but they never spoke any more. Frank 
always avoided mentioning her. 

“What do you think of my Spanish mission?” he said. 

“I guess it’U be nice.” 

“Have you been swimming?” 

“Yes, sir.” 

“You’re looking splendid, Irene. I’m proud of you.” 

“Thank you. Doctor.” 

“Are you stiU a virgin?” 

“Yes, sir.” 

“But you have boy friends now?” 

“One or two .,. Will you ever go swimming again?” 

“No.” 

“Could I «>me see you?” she asked. 

“No,” he said, “We’re unsuited to each other. Don’t you 
remember?” 

“Yes, sir.” 

When she had ^e, coolly and sedately, neither suckmg 
her teeth nor loping, he considered her. He thought that in 
fimft, unquestionably, he would invite her to his new house 
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and break what he took to be, from his experience in the 
swimming pool, an imperforate hymen. 

Notwithstanding his social pleadings, Henry’s broadcast¬ 
ing often failed to engage his fancy. He varied the sober 
recitals with the interspersal of medical history, on the or¬ 
der of his KAB lectures, and for want of substance had to 
backtrack to earlier notes. His ennui led him to use ele¬ 
ments he had formerly put aside. 

Speaking from his office to San Pablo in the gloom of a 
rainy evening, he expatiated on Hippotarates and the Hip¬ 
pocratic Writings. He had arrived, he said, at die beginnings 
of formalized medicine, the groundwork of man’s de¬ 
tailed quest for the cure of his ills. He quoted the famous 
first sentence of the first aphorism: “Life is short, the art is 
long; the t^ortunity is elusive, experience is fallacious, 
judg^nt is difficult.” That encapsulated forever the 
physican’s opportumties and bedevilments. 

He described existence in Greece in that age—condi¬ 
tions, housing, diet, hygiene, political and philosophical 
tenets, popular customs. Hygiene was the prime expertise 
of the Greeks: young and old, they trained and dieted and 
regulated sleep to attain their ideal of health, strength and 
beauty. Their ailments were cared for by the followers of 
Hippocrates. 

“In ancient medicine,” he said, “anantomy and theory 
were of little importance. The focal point was the sick man 
and his symptoms. However, Hippocratic treatment was 
sensible, intuitive and effective. It was primarily dietetic, 
assisted by drugs, and used surgery only as a last resort.” 

Henry praised the brilliance of Hippocratic medical 
geography, another of the school’s inventions. In the 
classic Airs, Waters, Places, the ancient physicians studied 
the differences between Asians and Europeans in character 
and constitution—^and anticipated and admnbrated modem 
anthropdogy. 

Sylvan Barker came on to speak for the Brulard Clinic. 
Resuming, Henry described the Hippocratic Oath and its 
lasting effect on medical ideals and practices. 

“In connection with the Oath,” he said, “it is important 
to understand the mores of the Greece of that age, espe¬ 
cially the relationship between the sexes. Girls and womai 
were not accorded full citizenship, nor given the freedom 
and respect they have enjoyed in later civilizations. 
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Females were married off young, and their place was in the 
home bearing the next generation and keeping domestic af¬ 
fairs in orcter. Their husbands lived a life apart in political 
and social organizations. Other than courtesans, many of 
whom were of a high intellectual caliber, we notice little 
mention of the fair sex in ancient Greek literature. In¬ 
comprehensible and repellent as it may be to us, in the 
Greek world the perfect relation between two human 
beings was a love shared by an adult male and ap. adol^ 
cent boy. These matings were accepted everywhere with 
approval, and iudeed enthusiasm, in the Greek culture. The 
formidable %>artan soldiers were often lovers from an 
early age, and the greatest of Greek romances tell the story 
of sexual love between man and man.” 

He concluded his talk by elaborating on that part of the 
Oath which require the physician to abstain from sex rela¬ 
tions with both male and female subjects, whether slave or 
free, and observed that this automatically presupposed a 
society in which homosexuality was taken for granted. 

"Goodnight, my friends,” he said. “Thmik you for 
listening . The best of health to you all.” 

Frank had been listening to the broadcast from a chair 
in the comer, whidb he did whenever he could spare the 
time. His usual air of admiration was clouded over. 

“Fascinating,” he said, without conviction. “Your erudi¬ 
tion always overwhelms me. Doctor.” 

“Thanks.” 

“But wasn’t it a Httie strong for the radio audience at the 
family fireside?” 

“Oh, not necessarily,” Henry said. ‘Tm engaged in 
educating them. I must remember to tell more of 
pederasty, a hi ghly regarded activity in Athens. And Les¬ 
bianism—^that goes without saying. You’ve heard of tiie 
poetess Sappho on her ti^t little isle of Lesbos, haven’t 
you?” 

“I don’t believe I have. I’m not very well read,” 

“No matter, IH educate you, too. It was a ^x)d life in 
that marble city, Frank. The men spent their days talking 
in the porticoes, barberAops and gymnasiums, and made 
love to youths and athletes, inter femora and anally and 
heaven knows how else, including the lip service we men¬ 
tion now in another context. Women had to stay home and 
amuse themselves. A passage in Herondas tells of two la¬ 
dies, one of whom had procured an interesting device of 
leather better at giving satisfaction than the strongest man. 
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I imagine they overcame their deprivations. And we must 
all have that bodily satisfaction, eh?” 

Getting up, Frank said, “I must be off on my rounds. 
Doctor, I hoi« you won’t be too playful and set off the ra¬ 
dio people.” 

“We transmit from another country. The Mexicans 
won’t mind.” 

“Perhaps you are talking over the heads of your listeners. 
I wouldn’t like to have you lose them.” 

“Lose them? With my revelations? I’ll have more of 
them than ever.” 

Frank gazed at Henry sadly. “Well, I predict you will 
have some repercussions from this.” 

A couple of hours after, when Henry had finished his 
dinner and was sitting idly in Tiny’s company with no 
inclination toward working, Frank telephoned him from 
the administratioa center where he was stUl busy. “Mr. 
Lane Grammercy has just driven in,” he said in a low voice. 
“He heard your broadcast and Wants to see you. I have him 
in the reception room.” 

Henry chortled. "That is funny! You told me there’d be 
repercussions, but I didn’t expect them so soon.” 

“I waai’t positive I <x>uld reach you. Shall I make an ex¬ 
cuse?” 

“Certainly not. He was our prop in an hour of need. 
Send him over.” 

Going out on the porch, Henry waited for Lane who 
drove up in his red Duesenterg. He wore a trenchcoat and 
a white turtleneck sweater, and looked lean and dashing. 
Jumping from tile sidecurtained roadster, he joined Henry 
and clasped his hand. 

“Doctor!” he cried. “It’s been too Icmg. You look rav¬ 
ishing, Your clinic is fantastic, from what I can see of it.” 

“You should have visited us long since.” 

“I wasn’t sure I’d be welcome.” 

“Come, come,” Henry said. “You’re our most famous 
patient.” They went inside. “Mr. Grammercy, you remem¬ 
ber Nurse Zenith.” 

“Bless her,” Lane said. “How could I ever forget 
Nurse Zenith^’ 

“Thank you,” Tiny said. “What can I do for you this 
time, Mr. G^rammercy?” 

“Give me a drink, for God’s sake. I’m freeing and half 
bUnd from staring through a dirty windshield. I got lost 
three times attempting to drive here.” 
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“Just the man I wanted to meet,” Henry said. “This is a 
night for finding a drinking companion.” 

Tiny mixed and served them whiskey on ice, flavored 
with absinthe. Apolo^zing for his imannounced descent 
upon them. Lane said he had been at Seaview for several 
days on location with a film company, trying to shoot 
beach scenes in his latest picture. “And we haven’t 
managed to get one shot in the can,” he said. “It’s rained 
every damned day. We’re all losing our minds. I was 
mooning about in my rotten hotel after a rotten meal, and 
I happened to think of your clinic and you, and how close 
together we must be-^and here I am.” 

“What luck for me,” Henry said. “Tomorrow I’ll show 
you our establishment and the soak^ outlines of my 
elegant new house. You can stay the night, can’t you?” 

“I’d love it, Doctor.” 

“Check the bedroom, please. Tiny.” 

“I haven’t a thing with me,” Lane said, and eyed Henry 
longingly. “Do you object to my deeping in my skin?” 

“I can supply you with whatever you need.” 

“Dear Doctor, I shall count on that.” 

They had more drinks, and Lane asked for David and 
the bahny author, What’s-his-name Hailing. He was over¬ 
joyed at Henry’s prosperity. His health was good, he led 
the soft life, and his professional concerns flourished. 
“You restored me to the cinema,” he said. “I’m working 
constantly, thanks to that excruciating publicity. I worship 
you. Doctor.” 

“You should also worship David,” Henry said, “We both 
should, I suppose. He hasn’t benefited as we have.” 

“I don’t, though, do you? He’s the kind of cultivated lit¬ 
tle shit who looks dowu his nose at honest barbarians. 
Anyhow, what is another lousy press a^nt? He does what 
he can, and his clients make him.” 

Henry smile d and changed the subject. In reply to a 
question from Lane, he said he did not think further injec¬ 
tions would be of any siguificant benefit to the actor. He 
gave his thanks for complimentary words about XHB pro¬ 
grams. “Honestly,” Lane said, “you’re a better actor than I. 
Your voice thrills me. Sometimes I sit in front of the radio 
and hold myself and think you are with me and spot the 
carpet. You’re beautiful” 

Glancing blankly at the doctor. Tiny excused herself to 
go to the Annexes and meet Dr. Kipp. “I’ll be back to 
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clean up,” she added. “Shall I bring you anything from the 
kitchen?” 

They wanted nothing but whiskey. Lane followed Henry 
into the kitchen and watched the refilling of their glasses. 
His face was rosy, his tongue thicker; he looked in heat, 
and importunate. 

“Now that we’re alone,” he said, ‘TU tell you the real 
reason I came. I heard your wonderful talk this evening. I 
couldn’t believe my ears. Your courage and generosity! 
You understand! My God, I wish I could have been in 
Athens! Or had a Spartan soldier for a lover!” 

“Yes, I thou^t the broadcast brought you here,” 

“It wasn’t a message to me, was it. Doctor?” 

“No.” 

Lane held up his drink and tossed off the contents, and 
Henry did the same; he poured more liquor in the glasses. 
"Doctor, did David ever tell you how much I wanted to see 
and fon^e your jewels?” 

“No.” 

“Do you know the meaning of the term?” 

“Yes.” 

“You aren’t amused?” 

“Not very.” 

“Oh, dear . .. Have you ever made love to a man?” 

“Once or twice,” Henry said. “For the experience. I 
think the Greeks were right in choosing boys, but I haven’t 
had one.” 

“Doctor, I’m mad about you. And you owe me some¬ 
thing. Right?” 

“Yes. But you are a pederast. I’m no chUd.” 

"Oh, God, no! You’re a great murderous hulk. I want to 
suffer.” 

They stood looking at each other, tiieir bodies dampen¬ 
ing, dieir breathing hard&r. His expression had grown cold 
and estimatOTy, Henry presumed, for Lane despite his 
agonized lust dared not touch him. It disturbed Henry to 
realize he could contemplate the craggy-faced, drunken 
man in his kitchen and feel active desire and curiosity. De¬ 
cay was invading his inner resources. Now he was openly 
relishing the whip of possible exposure, novelty, dis^t 
and cruelty. He wanted to weep at the extent erf his in¬ 
comprehensible disillusionment, and perceived he was 
drunk. 

“You’ll suffer,” he said. “Let’s turn in.” 
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Shown to his room, Lane regarded Henry doubtfully. 
“You won’t come back, and if I go in your room I suppose 
you’ll hit me.” 

“Wait and see.” 

Undressed, Henry stopped to smoke a cigarette. He heard 
Tiny return and move about in the living room, and he 
walked out deliberately, within her range of vision, naked, 
and turned back to Lane’s room, not acknowledging her 
presence; part of whetting his api^tite lay in having her see 
him, erected and turgid, keeping the assignation. He 
grinned as he remembered teUing the Dateline men of his 
compulsion for bare asses. 

Lane was under the covers, the li^ts out, a melting 
bride. He snuggled against Henry, kissing and exploring 
him , inviting caresses; his advances were returned brutally, 
and he gasped at the searching, powerful hands on him. 
Half weeping, he said, “I was afraid you wouldn’t do it... 
I love you . . . Doctor, Doctor, you are marvelous! A god! 
That great baton ... the treasures, the beauty—^to hold you 
in my arms at last and know you are mine—” 

He said no more, hearing Henry’s contemptuous 
laughter, moaning in his grasp. Turned, twisted, helpless, 
crushed, spread-ea^ed, motmted, bitten, raped, he uttered 
the first of many ecstatic wails. 
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On the cover of Dateline, drawn from a photograph, an ar¬ 
resting likeness of Dr. Henry Brulard confronted hundreds 
of thousands of readers. David decided one of his and Hen¬ 
ry’s best coups was a disaster. He had hoped Baggs and 
Guerdiich, warned in advance by the magazine’s queries, 
would apply pressiue sufficient for eUminating their 
332 


r 


names; this was not the case. Awaiting protest and retalia¬ 
tion, he prepared for the worst. It wasn’t long in coming. 

Norma Reich knocked and opened his door. “What 
you’ve been waiting for, Dave. Mr. Guerdrich.” 

“Am I to go to the studio for the auto da fe?” 

“No, he’s on the line.” 

“Unusual,” David said. He tried to fan the weak flame of 
a tiny optimism. “Maybe he’s pleased by a public affirma¬ 
tion of his virility and eager to compliment me.” He spoke 
to a secretary and waited, listening to her say, “Mr. Mills 
on two, Mr. Guerdrich.” 

“You’re a fun guy. You get a lot of laughs in Holly¬ 
wood.” Sam was in his customa^ haste, but his level tones 
gave no indication of irritability or reproach. “Thanks, 
pal.” 

“Respectful laughter, Sam.” 

“Did you have to give me the fin ger?” 

“I didn’t do it. Your doctor did. Out of the blue, while I 
was attempting to put the lid on—at the very end of the in¬ 
terview.” 

“The guy’s an ingrate.” 

“I agree with you. Listen, I tried afterward to talk the 
Dateline people out of ituming your nampi —^ 

“A real prick.” 

“Yes, Sam.” 

“A leading man. He believes his publicity.” 

“Yes, Sam.” 

“But you are responsible for him. In the final analysis, 
you are to blame.” 

“In the final analysis, Sam, I suppr^e I am.” 

“He bites your hand. That’s die worst of all. You sharp¬ 
ened his teeth.” 

“Yes, SanL” 

“Its great having them kid you. I’m a joke. A whole 
bunch of stories are going around about how I lost it and 
got it back. I can’t go to the club for lunch without get¬ 
ting a load from the wise guys.” 

‘Tm Sony, Sam. I did my best- 

“Handling him was impossiWe, huh?’* 

“Yes, Sam.” 

“He was a worthwhile guy. Success spmled him. T ikfi any 
goddamned actor or actress.” 

“Yes, Sam.” 

“I’m only an old cockCT,” Sam said. “They all know me 
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and how I like pussy. Except for the laughs, it’s not too 
important. Oh, maybe the Hays Office will think I got a 
bad moral character and put thumbs down on me and I 
can’t get a deal, but don’t let that bother you—^it’s only 
money and I’m only bleeding. But you and that son of a 
bitch had to take on Baggs. He’ll cut your balls off for this. 
You’ll be sorry.” 

"I know I Sam.” 

“All right, Dave. Oh, well...” 

“Sam,” David said. “Look at it this way: you’ve been 
certified. The young broads will consider it an opportunity 
now, not a duty. You’ve aroused their curiosity. You ought 
to be happy.” 

“Uh-hiii,” Sam said. “I like your sense of humor too.” 

“K we could get together and talk-” 

“We can’t, you iniserable little cocksucker. I don’t think I 
can get to Brulard—^he’s up there on account of you, and 
laugihing—^but there is a payoff. Tm returning the fin^r, 
see? You’re getting it in this town—^from me. Right up 
your brown. YouH never work again in the indxjstry. You’ll 
eat shit before I’m through with you. I’ve still got friends. 
Do you follow me?” 

“Yes, Sam,” David said, and hung up. 

Norma lit a cigarette and sighed and said, “I heard you 
apologize and call him Sam and that’s about all I got. You 
look torpedoed. What’s the bad news?” 

“He was charming and philosophical,” David said, “and 
never raised his voice. Then he used some bad language I 
won’t repeat, and we aren’t going to get any more movie ac¬ 
counts. Let’s hold tight to Doctor.” 

In the clement Stouthem California winter weather of 
1934, the Associates for Scientific Progress assembled at 
an annual meeting in Los Angeles. A shabbily respectable 
organization, of catholic interests and not very well-defined 
objectives, it had limited standing and financial resources 
and members were borderline achievers on the make, yet 
David felt their approbation and the award of one of then- 
gold medals for excellence might be valuable to Henry. His 
conniving, reinforced by a contribution from Frank, pro¬ 
moted an arrangement. 

Henry came into town in his Hack sedan, attended by 
A1 Pargrim, and David directed them to an auditorium on 
Grand Avenue, where Henry, the featured speaker of the 
day, talked of his clinic and work to a gathering aug- 
334 


meated with newspapermen and the curious. His panache 
was increasing—^he bulked over the lectern, tastefully 
dressed and barbered, calm and incisive, a figure of com¬ 
mand, The audienoe was attentive and enthusiastic. 

At the end, he smiled and said: “My friends, a prophet is 
historically without honor in his own country. My destiny, 
as I see it, is not especially to refine and perfect a new 
medical discipline but to acquaint the world with its ex¬ 
istence and boundless possibilities. After all. Dr. Morton 
did no mcwe than suggest the implications of nitrous oxide 
and ether. Fm content to stay a fri^oneer in cellular therapy. 
If I can set another aspect of medicine upon its feet and 
guide the first uncertain footsteps I will have had as much 
recognition and reward as I covet. I am certain I can ac¬ 
complish more good than harm.” He paused. “Perhaps 
your support and recognition marks the onset of an 
enlightened and better climate for my contributions.” 

Applause was universal and unconstrained. Henry ac¬ 
cepted his medal and listened to an imqualified endorse¬ 
ment of him and revitalization by the president of the 
Associates, and left on a note of triumph. Riding back in 
tile car with David, he remarked, “What a lot of junkl” 

“It helps, Henry.” 

“It’s monotonous.” 

“You discourage me,” David said. “WeVe made you 
notorious, and now I believe we ought to make you respect¬ 
able. I have a sort of starfling proposal you should con¬ 
sider.” 

Heoty grunted. “What?” 

“Wait till we get to the office.” 

Norma, who hadn’t met Henry, was flustered du ring 
their introduction. He squeezed her hand and flattered her. 

“Fm coining to you, Doctor,” she said. “I need you, no 
kidding.” 

“You?” he asked, and withdrew theatrically. “How 
could you, my dear? But come anyway. You shall have my 
personal attention.” In David’s room, the door closed, he 
said, “She’s not inviting. Did you have to hire such an old 
one? Have you lost the potency I conferred on you?” 

“No.” 

“Ah. I see. You are deeping with our Amy.” 

David shook his head. 

“Then you must be impotent But you do visit her?” 

“Yes, often.” 

“Am I ever a subject of your conversations?” 
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“Not any longer.” 

“Tell me about her,” 

“She works,” David said. “The real estate business is 
lousy. She still has her house. At Christmas I bought a 
turkey and we cooked it together and shared it. We gave 
each other five-doUar presents. On New Year’s Eve we 
drank a spUt of champagne between us and I took her to 
an all-night movie.” 

“Darby and Joan,” Henry said. “I missed you at Gad’s 
party. It was more disordered than ever. I’d hoped you 
would bring Amy and was disappointed. But I met two 
charming sisters and they took me home with them and 
shared me. An odd night. David, have you ever lain in ted 
and made love to two women at once? The technical 
aspects are interesting-” 

“Not to me, Doctor. Skip the details.” 

Hethy lauded. “As you please. Have you ever seen little 
thin Ann again?” 

“No, nor heard from her.” 

“She has been to San Pat with Hal. She’s a thicker Ann 
now, and I think contented. Her coolness, however, is not 
confined to you—she has no enthusiasm for me these days, 
either. The child does not resemble you, David.” 

“Does it take after you?” 

They looked at each other. “All young babies are alike, 
Henry said, “Well, what have you to inflict on me?” 

“Spotting the opening in the Associates gave me an idea. 
Lawrence Bokking of the Review is after you. I’ve cor¬ 
responded with him in the interests of educating him, and 
to my surprise he’s agreeable. He’s coming out here in two 
weeks. Will you receive him at the clinic?” 

“No.” 

“What can you lose? Nobody can resist you, and if you 
charm him how could you find a stronger ally? If you 
don’t, it was a good try.” i 

“The hell with Mm. I don’t need Ms support. He s only a 
retired G.P. with a talent for invective and lobbying in 
Washington to keep the profession undefiled by competition 
and change. Why should I bother? He’s slammed me-’ 

“Can you blame him? Henry, if he’s willing to 

listen-” . . . 

“In other words, placate Bokking. Lick Ms boots. Give 
me credit for my own kind of integrity, won’t you? I want 
to fi^t them—fight their rituals and prMiibitions and pro- 
336 



fessicmal secrets and penny-grubbing habits. Their whole 
empty fagade is just to keep profits within the cartel. 
Behind it they are exchanging patients, r unnin g up the 
costs, and covering for one another’s incompetence. They 
have medical associatirms solely for keeping the unruly in 
line and the trade steady, not to learn anythmg. Nobody 
advertises or springs unpleasant surprises on his feUows or 
attracts undue attention to himself because it might upset 
the system. The antiquated and the mediocre and the lazy 
and &e dangerous practitioners have to be protected.” 

“Tell that to Bokking. He might listen to reason.” 

“You’re talking nrmsense. How can I help my people if I 
sell out in advance to the combine?” 

“Your i»ople?” 

“My listeners. I owe a duty to them. They have grown to 
depend on me.” 

There was a silence. Fitting his fingertips together, 
David contemplated them. What had been gathering in 
him for months reached a measured finality. 

“Okay,” he said, in a moment. “First they make them 
mad, and then they destroy them. I’m throu^, Henry,” 

“You’re quitting? Really? Just on Bokking’s account?" 

“On your account. You’re paranoiac.” 

“Am I?” Henry said. “Is that possible?" He grinned. 
“Why Wouldn’t I be? You told me I’m a legend. My voice 
is my signature to millions. I’ve bridged time and ^ace and 
numbers and made men new. I enter homes at will. My 
opiniom are common property. Even the big boys fear 
me. I can influence national affairs. I can do wonders. I’m 
going to be rich, and Tm the reincarnation of a 
mythological god. Nothing is beyond my grasp. Why 
shouldn’t I have systematized delusions in a logical form? 
Who thrust most of this upon me?” 

“Me, I regret it.” 

“I can’t let you go, David.” 

“I’m only a hindrance.” 

“But my good-luck charm." Henry got up. “Bring Bok¬ 
king down to me . . . No, wait. I know what you’re going 
to say—don’t open your mouth. I won’t quarrel with hjm. 
I give you my word I’ll behave correctly.” 

“That’s not the end of our difference." 

“I promise TU listen to any complaints—and act quickly 
on them. Tell me another time." 

David followed him out the door, waited while he rallied 
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the girlish NOTma, and accompanied him to the street. 
Emerging from the car, Al held open die rear door. Henry 
put an arm around David’s shoulders. 

“Something’s happened to me, my friend,” he said. “I’ve 
been thinking . . . We all have a horror of death. It’s more 
terrifying to doctors than others—^they see too much of 
dying. And I have failed, I suppose. I haven’t done enough, 
and I can’t I give them an illusion and put off the fear for 
a while. What I offer isn’t courage or faith or submission to 
fate or the reward of heavenly bhss, but a temporary expe¬ 
dient that makes it harder to leave. And they still must die 
and be buried. I could do better, eh?” 

“Yes, Jesus did. Watdi those delusims, Doctor.” 

Henry grinned again. “Probably I should. David, shall I 
call on Amy? You know our situation. Is it beneath my 
dignity?” 

“She’s working.” 

“You seem alarmed. Is it for me or for her?” 

“For me,” David said. 

“Are you in love with her?” 

“Yes.” 

“This is my day for winning your favor,” Henry said, 
and got in the car. “I won’t go calling. But don’t place 
implicit trust in me.” 

Lawrence Bokking, M.D., proved to be a thin, wrinkled, 
attenuated man, white hair cut en brosse, with the half 
brusque, half bantering manner of an e^iienced doctor. 
His eyes, behind thick spectacle lenses, were blandly obser¬ 
vant. He welcomed David at his hotel, bou^t him 
breakfast, and they set off for San Pat. Un^ they were in 
the car, their conversation omcemed the weather, Bok- 
king’s journey around the country, and the state of the 
ecmiomy; then David mentioned his pleasure at having 
received an acceptance of his invitation. 

“You were surprised, weren’t you?” Bokking said, 

“To a degree, yes. But I didn’t think a man in your posi¬ 
tion would be narrow-minded.” 

“Was Dr. Brulard surprised?” 

“He didn’t strike me as being surprised,” David said. 

“He should have been. I’m after his hide.” 

“I know; that’s what Fm attempting to forestall. Are you 
open to conviction. Doctor?” 

“No.” 

“Why?” 

“Oh, any number of reasons,” Bokking told him. “One 
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will suffice: Brulard’s a menace to the profession and a 
source of monetary loss to many of us. He has to go.” 

“But you said you’d listen—^—” 

“I will. Delighted to. What has that to do with the ethics, 
politics and economics of the case?” 

“Well, possibly I’m ingenuous, sir. But I would assume 
if Dr. Brulard can convince you of the merits of his 
discoveries and of cellular therapy, you’d feel compelled to 
admit his medical ability, whatever you might say or write 
to refute his theories about public health mid politics and 
how a physician should conduct himself.” 

“You are an innocent, Mr. Mills, or else pretending to 
me. I represent a large organization and a prominent 
medical ioumal, and Brulard is our avowed enemy. My job 
is to help silence and dose him up.” 

“Even at the expense of ending a promising method of 
treatment?” 

“Of course. If he has discovered an5dhing new—and I 
have no reason to believe he has—other, less controversial 
men can carry on.” 

“Men able to do what he has, with his unique abilities?” 

“We’ll chance that.” 

“Then why did you consent to meet him?” David said. 
“What purpose is served when your mind is made up- 

“A simple one. He may have a weakness, a chink in his 
armor. I want to find it. Inspecting him and his clinic may 
aid in his destruction.” 

“I’ve been foolish, Doctor. I persuaded him to let you 
come, and I have done him a disservice.” 

“None whatever. If he were Louis Pasteur, I would at¬ 
tack him; our meeting could no more than hasten the hour 
of his exit. He can’t possibly ever get a fair hearing again, 
and he is doomed.” 

“Shall we turn aroimd?” 

“No,” Bokking said. “You have most kindly promised me 
a look at the Brulard Clinic and the country’s most cele¬ 
brated charlatan, and I intend to hold you to it. By the way, 
you impress me as an extremely able and devoted public 
relations counsel. I wish I had sombody like you in my 
camp. Are you susceptible to bribery?” 

“No, sir. Ironically, you’ve just convinced me my 
usefulness to Dr. Brulard is over. I quit reoKitly when he 
refused to have you as a guest, and went back to work 
when he acceded to my demands. Now I’m going to resign 
in earnest.” 
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“Smart man. Do you mean that?” 

“Yes.” 

“I could use you in New York.” 

“No thanks,” David replied coldly. “I’m through work¬ 
ing for doctors.” 

Coming into San Pat, Dr. Bokking said, “What a 
peculiar place for a medical establishment.” Driving into 
the clinic, he said, “Incredible. Radio!” 

Frank was prepared for them at the administrative of¬ 
fices. He dashed out, clad in his best dark blue suit, as 
David stopped the car. Opaiing the door for Bokking, 
Frank assisted him down and bowed over the hand he 
clasped. “I am Dr. Frances, Dr. Bokking,” he said. “We 
are eagerly awaiting your visit. You’ve done us a signal 
hcHior by coming here.” 

“Scarcely that. Doctor,” Bokking said, with a sudden 
cordiality that puzzled David. “You were gracious in ex¬ 
tending an invitation to an unrelenting critic.” 

“On the contrary,” Frank responded, “to have a man of 
your standing in ^e profession with us, no matter what 
your preconceived views, is a mark of esteem we deeply 
appreciate.” 

“Not of esteem precisely,” Bokking said, and smiled. 
“Amazement, curiosity, perhaps envy in the material 
sense.” 

“Well, at any rate, my good sir, you are here. That is 
enough for us.” Frank appeared to repress a hidden anx¬ 
iety. “I regret that Dr. Brulard is not available at present. 
He—^is dealing with an emergency. Will you come in my 
office and allow me to answer your questions until he is 
free?” 

“No, no, my dear fellow,” Bokking said, and took his 
arm. “I haven’t much time, and you must show me around 
your place. You will do perfectiy.” 

Frank carefully disengaged him^lf. “Yes, sir. (M course. 
Will you excuse me while I say a private word in the ear of 
Mr. Mills? I regret this unseemly--” 

“I understand, Doctor.” 

Aside with David, Frank said hurriedly and softly, 
“Doctor is fractious this morning. I think he intends to see 
Dr. Bokking, but he is going to make him wait.” 

“I don’t care.” 

“I gathered you were too hard on him about this, Dave. 
His back is up. If you’ll go remonstrate with him while I 
escort Dr. B okking -” 
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“No. I’m quitting as of today.” 

“Quitting? Why, DoctOT gave in to you! You can’t 
quit!” 

“Watch me,” David said. “Take care of your guest.” 

Leaving him reluctantly, Frank enjoined Bokking. “Quite 
truthfully,” the latter said, “I made this journey to meet 
you, Doirtor.” They Walked off, arms link^. 

David stayed at the administrative offices, relieved and 
yet distressed at his decision, and tried to talk to an un¬ 
communicative Miss Sneed. She looked different somehow; 
more attractive, but slightly sullen. He left her, and outside 
met a light-haired, husky, youngish man in a flintnai coat 
who had just parted from a group of smiling patients. 

“You’d be Dr. Kipp,” David said. ‘Tm David Mills.” 

They shook hands, and Murman Kipp said: “I was won¬ 
dering if I would ever get the chance to talk to you.” With a 
touch on David’s elbow, he guided him around a comer 
for more privacy. “I wish we could have got together 
several years ago.” 

“Why, Doctor?” 

“Oh, then I might be in Brulard’s position now, raking in 
the dough and taking the bows. You made him, I hear, and 
you could make me. I haye a bedside manner too.” 

David smiled. “But you’d have to invent revitalization. 
I’m not as clever as you think.” 

“Uncle Frank did that—^he was in on the ground floor 
and had the experience. But he needed a front man.” 

“He’s told you that?” 

“In effect. Do you know better?” 

*'I’ni umnformed. Dr. Kipp, you should keep an eye on 
your Uncle Frank. He looks beat to me—as if he should 
have more rest.” 

“I’ve gone over him,” Murman said indifferently. “He’s 
getting along in years, and running this joint and sucking 
up to Brulard hasn’t helped . .. Can you keep a secret he 
doesn’t want Brulard to hear?” 

“Yes.” 

“He’s got chronic myocarditis; he diagnosed it himself. 
I confirmed it. Heart trouble. Fibrosis of the myocardium, 
slowing of blood cireulation and not enough aeration, and 
probably edema in tfad lung from a bum left auricle. It’s 
progressive.” 

“You mean he’s badly off?” 

“That’s hard to tell. An insurance company wouldn’t 
write him a policy.” 
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‘What can you do for him?” 

“Not much. He won’t go for an electrocardiograph test. 
I’ve got him on digitalis.” 

“Poor Frank,” David said. 

“Yeah,” Murman said. “I’m sort of the old boy’s heir. 
You mi ght remember that later on if he makes a change or 
something happens. I could be Brulard’s partner someday. 

“I won’t put down a note. Doctor, My representation of 
the clinic ends tonight.” 

“Oh, rather sudden, isn’t it? It’s going to upset Uncle 
Frank.” 

“It has.” 

“Did Bmlard fire you, the sucker?” 

“No, I quit.” 

Murman’s eyes narrowed. “What’s wrong, chum? 
Should Unde and I know?” 

“What do you mean?” 

“You know what I mean. Picking locks on these dames, 
which Pm doing and earning a fortune for them, and smne 
other funny things. Uncle hasn’t held out on me.” 

“Nothing like that. This is personal.’’ 

“Yeah.” Unconvinced, Munnan looked at his watch. 
“Well, I’m OQ duty. I always am. Nice meeting you. Mills.” 

“Such a pleasure,” David murmured. 

Glancing at him sharply, Murman shrugged and disap¬ 
peared. David retired to Frank’s office and read 
newspapers and tattered magazines discarded by patients. 
When die luncheon hour was advanced, Mrs. Teakman, 
tottering about amiably, called the dining hall and had a 
sandwich and coffee brought to him. 

Frank returned at two o’clock and sank in Ws desk 
chair, breathing sibilantly. His face was pale, his hands 
unsteady as he leafed through papers Irene Sneed brought 
htm. A shaft of sunlight from a window fell on his beard 
and reflected pure white. “You’ve been here the whole 
time?” he asked. 

“Yes. I’ve ceased being curious about your damned 
clinic.” 

“Now, there. You should inspect Doctor’s great new 
house. It’ll soon be finished.” 

“Not interested.” 

Unpinching his glasses, Frank rubbed the bridge of his 
nose and regarded David sadly. “Dave, I had to have Dr, 
Bokking to lunch. How could I explain? But he seemed to 
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accept ever 3 iiuiig without resentment Uh, we had a very 
intense discussion. Most engrossing. I feel I made a good 
impression on him ... At last Doctor phoned and said he 
could give Dr. Bokking half an hour. I took him over to 
Doctor feeling a fool. I have to hold things together, but 
how can I handle him?” 

“You Can’t” 

“You’ve got to reconsider quitting. I need you more than 
ever.” 

“I’ve had enough. There’re other reasons I won’t go in¬ 
to.” 

“But can’t you understand? Doctor jxist has the bit in his 
teeth.” 

Laughing, David said, “You’ve got to get out of the 
horse-and-buggy age, Frank.” 

“I can’t,” Frank replied wearily. “I’m out of date.” 

“And sick. I talked to Dr. Kipp.” 

Frank waited before answering. “Yes. I’ve had the pain, 
the nausea, the insomnia, the hemorrhoids. I give myself a 
few grains of morphia occasionally." 

“You’d better throw in the sponge,” 

“Had I?” Frank stared at him. “No, I can’t! This is more 
than I ever dreamed of . . . Dave, if it wasn’t so difficult 
and dangerous—” his phone ran; he picked it up. “Dr. 
Frances. Yes, Doctor. He’s at my side.” He put a palm 
over the mouthpiece. “I had a moment to tell him you 
were resigning. I implore you—don’t turn him down if he 
wants to make peace!” 

“Hello, Etoctor,” David said. 

“Henry is the name. I gather we have once more come 
to the end of the road.” 

“That’s right.” 

“Any reason for the sudden change of heart? I’m being 
poHte to your Dr. Bokking. He’s in my toilet now emptying 
his bladder. I suspect he’s in need of Frank’s prostate 
techniques.” 

“Several reasons. I see no point in elaborating,” 

“David, you can’t impose your will on me. No one can. 
I agreed to see Bokking. I have seen him. I didn’t promise 
the entertainment would last forever.” 

“I couldn’t care less how you treat him. I’m through.” 

“Ah . . . Well, you are not indispensable. No hard 
feelings.” 

“None.” 


“We have been married, Da’rid, after om* fashion. It was 
a happy and an unhappy marriage, and suiprian^y pas¬ 
sionate. And now we are getting a divorce.” 

“Exactly.” 

“Goodbye, Good luck, my friend. Pay my respects to 
our Amy.” 

“jPdy Amy,” David said. 

“^at do you mean?” 

“Simply that, Henry.” 

“You’ve dept with her. Congratulations, Now you can 
appreciate my high regard for her, I-” 

“Goodbye, Henry,” 

David gave back the instrument to Frank, who restored 
his spectacles to his nose and rubbed his chest moumfuUy, 
They were quiet for several moments. Shifting position, 
David said, “That’s the end of that, Frank. It was fun 
while it lasted.” 

“Yes,” Frank said. “While it lasted ... Dr. Bokking is a 
very powerful man. I hope I>3ctor has not contrived to of¬ 
fend him personally.” 

“Undoubtedly he has. I think he meant to in deferring to 
my wishes.” 

“Oh, dear,” Frank inhaled flinchin^y. “We are in the 
midst of such good times and such hard times. It’s almost 
impossible to decide what to do. Any move I make will be 
wrong.” 

“Save your money. I wish I had.” 

“Indeed,” Frank said. “One has to think of number one 
. . . That renainds me: do you remember the man who 
founded the school here?” 

“Well, I heard of him. A Major Something-or-other.” 

“Watson, IBs wife brought him to us a few days ago 
thinking we could help him. We couldn’t, das. The old 
fellow has paralysis agitans and is in a dedine. Mrs. Wat¬ 
son informed me they didn’t have a cent, but thought 
under the circumstances we might be able to extend tem¬ 
porary credit—she has some jewelry put aside in expecta¬ 
tion of a better market for it eventually, I had to abide by 
the rules and turn them away, naturally.” 

“Naturally.” 

“We could not have aided him, anyhow. He was stunned 
by our changes—coiddn’t recognize the old place. He 
missed his little boys in uniform. Tears filled his eyes. Mrs. 
Watson was quite undone. I was touched to the quick and 
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suddenly doubtful of my own fate, Dave. It gives you 
pause.” 

“Yes,” David said, “I expect it does. And there’s a prop¬ 
er irony, Frank, on a number of counts.” 

“Yes, yes.” J^ddenly tears came in Frank’s eyes, and he 
covered the weakness by pretending to wipe his passes. 
“Growing old and unwanted, and being poor in the 
bargain, is not a very rewarding experience, my boy.” 

“No.” David turned from him. He thou^t, we’re aU 
crazy. 
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Henry sent Dr. Bokktng to the administrative offices in 
care of Tiny. Bokldng had been granted exactly thirty 
minutes with Henry, but he appeared unruffled and to be 
enjoying himself. His thanks for the opportunity of 
inspeciing the clinic, having his questions answered, and 
meeting Dr. Brulard, expressed to the three men, were 
warm. But a sugg^on of cold attentivene^ sonaewhat 
belied his easy cordiality. Both Tiny and Frank exhibited 
nervousness. 

“Nurse Zenith has been no less mformative with me 
than you. Dr. Frances,” Bokking said. “I am much in your 
debt and looking forward to hearing, further from each of 
you. You have an extraordinary place here. Extraordinary. 
And, I think, a great opportunity—if you will avail your¬ 
self of it.” 

“Thank you, sir,” Frank said. “We’re eager to do what is 
right, and your visit has been illuminating. I trust you 
foxmd Dr. Brulard to be informative?” 

“He’s also extraordinary,” Bokking said. “A gifted and 
percipient man. I was spellbound, and sorry his duties pre¬ 
cluded him from spending more time with me. His 
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thoughts on hormonal therapy, implantation, tissue rejec¬ 
tion and allied subjects are intensely interesting. Par¬ 
ticularly transplants and the immune rejection factor. He 
tells ^ that he sees an era far ahead in which the adverse 
reaction to foreign proteins in the human organism can be 
precisely controUed, thereby permitting the replacement of 
wom-out or damaged organs in the critically ill with like 
org^ dissected from the recently dead. Of course, 
surgical techniques and the support of life forces will have 
to improve, but he had intuitive suggestions in those fields 
too. Generally, I’m inclined to go along with him on his 
peculations, although he lacks experimental and stati stic al 
evidence to back him up. Brulard has the sort of original 
mind, I think, which anticipates and stimulates, and 
sometimes opens doors dramatically. He has assured me 
that he can ease pain and produce blood coagulation with 
Ms secret stabilizu^ ingredient. He says keeping foreign 
tissue in a patient is becoming steadily easier, and warding 
off stasis a commonplace. TMs promises much for the 
future, and I see no reason to doubt his claitns. I have the 
hope he wiU put down his discoveries and reveal his secrets 
for the benefit of medicine and posterity. In our talk he 
gave me grounds for ejecting he would do that before too 
long in order to clear blots on his professional escutcheon.” 

“Did he?” Frank said. “That is like Mm, Dr. Bokldng, 
He is generous to a fault. Well, those of us close to him 
would dearly love to have him hailed.” 

“I promised he would be,” Bokking said, “in the Review. 
He might supjdy us with a paper.” 

“It’d make us very proud. Doctor,” Tiny said. 

“Don’t forget,” Bokking said to Frank, “that I’m count¬ 
ing on an appropriate report from you. We’U welcome it in 
our pages, my dear fellow.” 

“God bless you. Doctor,” Frank said. “If my erudition is 
equal to the effort. I’ll be the proudest man in the world.” 

David’s puzzlement grew, and with it suspicion of Ms 
companion. “A paper from Dr. Frances?” he asked. “For 
the Review?** 

Bokking chuckled. “Yes. He’s an authority on the 
dubious art of rejuvenation, you know. And he is anxious 
to improve his standing professionally.” 

“I never know when you’re joking.” 

“A great deal of the time, Mr. Mills. Don’t take me very 
seriously.” 

“Even with regard to your praise of Dr. Brulardr’ 
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“That’s another matter,” Bokking said. “He’s impressive 
and ought to be in a lab instead of coining money with an 
artful old dodger like Frances.” 

“Then you haven’t tagged him as a fake?” 

Bokking shook his head. “Have you?” 

“No. I’ve been his patient, and I’ve seen many of the 
others. I'know what he can do.” 

“Even if he were a charlatan, he has some interesting ac¬ 
complishments. The extent of his knowledge is astonish¬ 
ing.” 

“Considering your admiration. Doctor, am I to presume 
your attitude toward him has changed?” 

“Why should you care? Your relationship with him is 
ending, isn’t it?” 

“Yes, but I’m stiH his admirer, in certain respects, if not 
his friend.” 

“See here,” Bokking said. “Tm rather an elderly 
gentleman and accustomed to my p<Kt-lunch nap. Do you 
mind if I curl up for forty winks?” 

“I’ll keep quiet,” David said. 

Bokking slept, or affected to sleep, until they were on 
the outskirts of the city, mouth agape and glasses sliding 
down his nose. Then he snorted, roused, sat up, and 
rubbed a crick in bis neck. “Most refreshing,” he remarked. 
“Where were we?” 

“I imagine you mean where are we.” 

“No. I was alluding to our conversation. Didn’t you have 
a question about my attitude toward Brulard?” 

“Yes.” 

“It hasn’t altered a whit.” 

“Incidentally,” David said, “at the risk of being accused 
of still Working for Dr. Brulard, I want to explain that his 
brief reception of you was an affront to me, not you. I 
think, through Dr. Frances, another, easier get-together 
could-” 

“No need,” Bokking interrupted s milingly . “I haven’t 
been altogether candid with you, Mr. Mills. My purpose in 
going down was really to talk to Dr. Frances at length, and 
I had a bit of luck. Or so I anticipate. You’ve been in¬ 
valuable to me.” 

When he had deposited Dr. Bokking at his hotel, David 
drove out to Martel Avenue. Amy was not home. He sat 
on the front steps smoking. At dusk she appeared, observed 
him, stopped the Buick in the driveway, and trudged over 
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and sat beside him. She was smartly attired in what he 
knew to be her last remaining good suit; sighing, she 
automatically removed her slippers and unbuttoned her 
jacket and peeled off black kid gloves mended along the 
finger seams. 

“Nice sunset,” he said. 

“I never look at them. They’re all the same.” 

“What did you accomplish today?” 

“Nothing,” she said. “Oh, mayl:« I did. I have to see the 
man again tonight. He’s bringing his bookkeeper and a 
lawyer. It’s an apartment building on Burlington, and if I 
could turn it I’d be a little rich.” 

“Can I feed you?” 

“No. He’s going to, with the bookkeeper and the 
lawyer.” She grinned. “He’s an old Greek, and I’ve been 
encouraging him just enough. He takes my arm and I press 
it against my bosom.” 

“Shame on you.” 

“I won’t go any further, and I don’t think he could. Did 
you go to the clinic today?” 

David told her part of his adventures and described Dr. 
Bokking. “He sounds terrible,” she said. 

“Well, menacing.” 

She got up, carrying her slippers, and made a face. “My 
feet are flattened. It’s a good thing I’m not a streetcar 
motorman or a cop.” 

“Shall I rub them for you?” 

“No thank you!” 

He smiled. “Are they that sore?” 

“I’ll soak them,” she said. “And I have to change. I wish 
I had a drink to offer you.” 

Using her key, he unlocked the door and stepped inside 
with her. “Since our agreement,” he said, “I’ve never 
pressed you about a date for marrying me, have I?” 

“No.” 

“Does our agreement remain in effect?” 

“I guess so.” 

“Today I quit Doctor. It was amicable. He’s impossible 
now, but my vmderlying reason for bowing out was 
you—^us.” 

“No, me,” she said. “I have to be removed from tempta¬ 
tion.” 

“Not so. That would be insulting.” 

She looked at him searchingly. “It’s a good idea if it 
works. And it’s so, isn’t it, David?” 
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“It’s so. rm. a weak vessel.” 

‘Tm the weak vessel, I think. I’m not sure if I am. 
That’s the trouble.” 

“I’ve made a mess of things again,” he said. “I’m going 
to have to find some new clients in order to keep eating. I 
don’t know how well I’ll manage because Fm kaput in 
Hollywood. I’m a poor risk as a breadwinner.” 

“Do you want to marry me right now?” 

“Yes. And move in here and live happily ever after. I 
would, too. Fm dependent on you. 1 can’t leave you any 
more without being lonely the next moment. . . Don’t be 
foolish. Turn me down.” 

“Oh, David,” she said. “I hate your decency and 
modesty. You make me feel ashamed. Fm under terrible 
obUgatioo to you.” 

“If that bothers you too much, I withdraw my proposal.” 

“The proposal doesn’t matter. Move in. Sleep with 

. “On second thought,” he said, “Fm not proud or overly 
unselfish. I can’t manage without you. The offer’s renewed. 
Single or double ring ceremony? Can we get married on the 
porch of your church? Shall I start taking instruction from 
the priest^’ 

“No.” Her cheeks and throat were reddening. “Damn 
you! Come upstairs and have me now,” She cau^t him in 
her arms and put her mouth on his for a moment, pressing 
him. “Come on.” 

“That wouldn’t do, love.” 

“Please. It’s been a long time. IVe been true to you.” 

“God, I wish I couldl” 

“Give me another baby. It’s all I want.” 

“No, Amy.” 

“Why?” she said. “Because you know me too well? Be¬ 
cause I (mly want to roll in the mud and stop the burning? 
I’d use you and it’d be over and- 

“Of course. You would have paid a debt according to 
your li gbfji, and pretty soon I’d be out in the cold. Have 
you forgotten how they live in the movies? I’ve got to have 
some sort of hold on you.” 

“All right.” She released him. “It’s true. But if I marry 
you. I’ll change. I swear to God I win.” 

“And you’U marry me?” 

“Yes.” 

“I shouldn’t ask for a reason, but I wiU.” 

“I don’t know. I’ve got to be honest with you. It isn’t a 
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good enough reason. Because you need to live here and I 
have to take care of you.” 

“I accept that,” he said. “It’s sufficient for now, and it 
may have to do me for my whole life. When?” 

“Not tcMiight. I must try to sell the Greek. Tomorrow. 
The next day. Next week.” 

“Next week, when I have some money. We’ll go away 
and get drunk or something and maybe you’ll fall in love 
with me. Goodnight, Amy.” 

“Goodnight,” she said. Her voice was unsteady. “Isn’t it 
funny? The movies don’t do it this way. The good bad girl 
always says, T’m nc^ worthy of you.’ And then they don’t 
get marri^.” 

“This is different,” he said. “I’m not worthy of you. 
They’d change the standard plot if they had two like us.” 
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Sunday morning Henry w^ irritable and dissatisfied. He 
strolled out and inspected his new house in the first li^t. 
It was nearly complete, and even with a coat of fresh paint 
had the look of and usage. Bricks were separated by 
thick bonds of mortar artfully allowed to run, old beams 
had been imbedded in the ceiUngs, and antique Spanish 
doors creaked open on rooms holding the damp cold of 
masonry. Underfoot lay tiles made in Mexico and Portugal. 
The chapel was bathed in the blues, reds and greens of a 
stained-glass window, and the hand-carved oaken pews 
were already installed. A fireplace in the sixty-foot living 
room was large enough to contain the sawed trunk of a 
tree. Henry’s heels rang on hard surfaces and reverberat¬ 
ed in empty spaces, he ascended steps and moved under 
the graceful arches that led everywhere, he smelled the 
whitewash on the inner walls. Soon Hal would bring in the 
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crucifix and baroque altar, the crude iron wall brackets to 
hold five hundred candles, the Della Robbia he had found 
for the entrance haU, the fifteenth-century furniture, the 
reproduction of the cardinal’s bed, the pictures and Navajo 
rugs, the huge refectory table and carved and gilded chairs 
and credenza for the dining room. 

Suddenly Henry turned away. It was finished in his 
mind’s eye and he did not know if he wanted to live there. 
Staff members and an early-rising patient greeted him en 
route to his office. He sat down at his desk and took up a 
pencil and read in the New Testament, inscribing notes for 
an XHB talk he would deliver on Jesus the Physician and 
Healer, Steady concenttation was impossible, and he got 
up, paced, and then returned to his house. Garden hose in 
hand, A1 was preparing to wash the Cadillac. 

“WiU you need me today. Doctor?” he asked. 

"Yes,” Hemy said. "Now.” He was aware of sweating 
hands and a tightening in his loins. “Don’t wash the car. 
I’ll be with you in a moment.” 

Going inside, he exchanged his trousers and white coat 
for a suit, and called the administrative offices. Irene 
answered. “Did you have a swim?” he said. 

“Yes, sir.” 

“Tell Dr. Frances I am leaving for Los Angeles, I won’t 
broadcast this evening. Get that word to Borker in San 
Pablo,” 

“Yes, sir. When shall I tell Dr. Frances you’ll back?” 

“I have no idea. You’H have to do without me.” 

“Yes, sir,” Irene said. 

He left the house and entered the car before Al could 
assist him. “Let’s ^t out of here,” he said. 

At the house on Martel Avenue, Henry ordered Al to 
wait for him and went up to ring the doorbell. Amy 
opened the door, an apron over her dress, wiping her hands 
on a towel They stood silently for a moment. 

“You must remember me,” he said. 

“Oh, I remember you. Doctor.” 

“Favorably or unfavorably?” 

“Unfavorably,” she said. 

“Have you been to mass yet? I can take you,” 

“I’ve b^n.” 

“Am I completely unwelcome?” 

“No, come in.” 

They sat in the den, after she had opened the blinds, and 
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again no words came readily, “Fm doing my washing,” she 
said. 

“Are yon prospering these days, Amy?” 

“So-so.” 

“You’re better-looking than ever.” 

“So are you. But that doesn’t mean anydiing.” 

“This isn’t how I planned it,” he said, and smiled. “You 
wem to come to me, on your hands and knees. But it’s 
been too long. I couldn’t wait... My ego is shattered.” 

“Let’s talk about something else.” 

“Do you ever listen to me on the radio?” 

“I try not to, but 1 do. I think part of what you say is 
important and true.” 

“Honest Amy!” 

“Stupid Amy,” she said. “Let’s talk about something 
else.” 

“David? He quit me.” 

“I know.” 

“I wish he hadn’t,” he said, “Fm very fond of him. The 
real reason we parted is you. Are you aware of that?” 

“Yes.” 

“He told me he is in love with you.” 

“He is.” 

“Are you in love with Mm?” 

She looked at him without replying. 

Sighing, he said, “Fm supplanted. Well, I was vain and 
foolish—and myself. And Fm sorry. Do you have with 
Mm what we had for a little while, Amy?” 

“No. What we had was impossible.” 

“No, quite possible. We are still here, and still the same 
people. The same lovers. Can you deny it?” 

She shook her head. “We’ve got to talk about something 
else.” 

“Deny me. I’ll go.” He had no reply. “Very well, I won’t 
annoy you. Is David coming by today?” 

“He was, to take me to lunch, but he phoned to say he 
had an appointment with Mr. Bag^.” 

“Ah, that’s interesting. Will he show up later?” 

“I hope so.” 

“May I stay? I’d like to talk to Mm.” 

“If you want,” she said, and arose. “I have to finish my 
washing.” 

“Don’t do that. We can pass the time more profitably. 
Have you gone on playing miniature golf?” 
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“Sometimes with David.” 

*Tm out of practice,” he said, “but I’ll bet the half- 
miliicai you owe me that I caa wia.” 

“No thanks." 

“Aren’t you good for your gambling debts?” 

“All ri^t,” she said, and took off the apron. 

A1 acknowledged an introduction to Mrs. Hogan with 
appreciative eyes, and drove them to Gilmore Island. The 
same man as before occupied the ticket booth at the golf 
concession, but he did not recognize tiiem. They had to 
wait, for the course was crowded. Terms were settled, and 
Amy, pouting in her absorption, led off. Hardly bothering 
to address his ball, Henry watched her movements, 
dwelling on the swing of her hips, her breasts arching up, 
the outward thrust of her abdomen and rnons veneris, 
unrobing the Venus and her wound. His discipline wavered 
and he jfelt ctuU sweat accumulating in his armpits. It was 
no contest. She won by seven strokes and gazed at him 
satisfiedly, as though the trifling game had resolved their 
realtionsMp. He nearly laughed. 

“You are out of practice,” she said. “We’re even.” 

“Did you \wsh you could lose?” 

“You rat!” 

“I’ll play you one more time for the same amount,” he 
said. 

“That’s enough, Doctor. like David, I’m quitting.” 

“But think of the advantages. You’re in fmm. Frank 
says we are going to make a million in a year or two, and 
half will be mine. If you win. I’ll pay my loss in cash.” 

“No.” 

“Don’t you believe I’d pay?’ 

“Yes, I believe it.” 

“One thing only: you’d have to come live with me until 
you were bored.” 

“Or you were.” 

“Yes,” he said. “Shall we play?* 

*Tm hungry,” she said. “Buy me a hot dog.” 

They went to the coimter and were served the buns and 
wieners. Amy had a second, and a bottle of pop. “More?’ 
he asked. “Ice cream?’ 

“No thank you.” 

“How much do you cost? Half a million, a million? I’ll 
pay. I’d like to lose.” 

“Because of David?” 
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“Perhaps. I don’t know.” 

“Fm worth nothing,” she said, “and I’m not for sale. I 
never was. Take me home.” 

The Cadillac returned them to her house. Again Henry 
commanded Al to wait and accompanied her inside. She 
entered the living room, motioned for him to sit in a chair, 
and sank on the sofa across from him, pulling down her 
skirt and bringing her knees tightly together. “David ought 
to be here soon,” she remarked nervously. 

She would not look at him; in a kind of desperation, she 
put on her glasses, touched fingers to her pinkening 
cheeks, flicked tiny beads of perspiration off her upper lip. 
The room, the house, the street were achingly quiet. 

“He’s going to marry me,” she said. 

“Oh. You? You’re my sort. Could you endure that? En¬ 
dure him?” 

“Yes.” 

“You are a wanton, an honest whore. No one man is 
enough for you, no one woman fox me. Can you change 
your spots?” 

“I can try.” 

“Well, then, I’d better go. I was too late.” He got up, 
crossed to the sofa, and sat beside her. Not touching her, 
he laughed. “Fm obsessed by you, and I always will be. No 
other woman could have done that to me. I’ve fought it, 
haven’t I?” 

“To beat me down.” 

“I suppose. When I think of you, Amy- 

“Don’t. Goodbye.” 

“When I think of you, I t hink of your vulva—^that 
beautiful wound—^and what I’ve felt in you and what 
you’ve felt with me there. We are unique and indivisible. 
My God, what else surpasses that, even if it’s only for an 
hour or a day or a year? What is more valuable? I wish I 
could have paid my half-million for it. Goodbye, Amy.” 

As he rose, she caught the lapels of his coat and pulled 
him down. Her glasses fell off. Tears flooded her eyes. She 
kissed his lips, his nose, his neck. By the greatest effort of 
restraint of which he had ever been conscious, he com¬ 
pelled himself to remain immobile. Lowering a hand, she 
unbuttoned the fly of his trousers, delved and held his fuU, 
smooth scrotum and swelling testes and dien his penis. At 
last he sought her thighs, which were wet, and her throb¬ 
bing labia. 

They twisted on the sofa, mouths fastened together, 
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discarding clothing from an embrace, and fell locked 
together on the cushions. Her teeth entered his shoulder as 
she connected them. His first savage penetrant movement 
reached a grasping uterus and she spoke to him in ravished 
supplication. He was an unsparing victor, and triumphant. 
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All the way to Alfred Baggs’s great Georgian house in 
Hancock Park, David attempted to decide what course he 
would follow if this summons meant an offer of a job. He 
thought the time was propitious. His publicity business was 
in disarray and he had no savings. Whether he could 
recoup was open to question. He was going to many. 
Freedom didn’t seem to suit him. Despite what he did, he 
always ended up a henchman and underling. Baggs was a 
hard master, as he knew from experience, but he could pro¬ 
vide security. Of course he wouldn’t share his authority; to 
expect that was to be dreaming. Still, serving under him 
was perhaps better than the hazards and pitfalls en¬ 
countered in operating independently. Most of all, David 
wanted to ensure the safety and comfort of Amy. 

At the last minute, on Baggs’s very doorstep, he resolved 
to take anything tendered him. He couldn’t believe he was 
wanted for any other reason, and he suspected the news of 
his leaving Henry must have traveled fast. 

His ring was answered by Baggs’s man. “He will see you 
presently, sir,” he said. “Please come with me.” 

Ascending the grand staircase, David was shown to a 
morning roc«n., and the man stepped aside. “You’ll fin d 
others already waiting, Mr. Mills,” he said. 

In the elegant little room, fogged with cigarette smoke, 
were Betsy Barbish and Ben Horowitz. He was standing, 
his back to her, contemplating an array of gardens, tennis 
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courts and samples of topiary art; she sat at a precariously 
balanced, spindly-legged game table making alterations in 
pencil on a pile of typescript. “Well, look who’s here,” she 
said, grinning. “Little Lord Fauntleroy. Your Lordship, 
may I present Mr. Horowitz, distinguished inventor of the 
Ides of March?” 

Ben turned aroimd, disgruntled and edgy. “Welcome to 
the club, Dave.” 

“What’s going on?” David asked. 

“The stuff’s about to fly,” Betsy said. “AU over your late 
employer. Isn’t it, Mr, Horowitz?^’ 

“Something like that,” Ben replied grimly. 

“What do you mean?” David said. 

“The Pope is taking a bath before he sits down to his 
lunch,” Betsy said, “but he’ll be with us in good time. 
Meanwhile, I have orders to let you read a selection of my 
latest prose.” She gave him the typed pages. “Here, bring 
yourself up to date. Sit down, boy. You might topple over 
and hit your head.” 

Staring at her, David sat on a love seat and began read¬ 
ing. The worst of his apprehensions were at once con¬ 
firmed. He was shocked and bewildered, but not surprised; 
it was this sort of attack by Baggs that he had long 
dreaded. Belsy’s recital was in her highest style, her 
disclosures blandly, glossily, disgustingly explicit and 
documented. Nothing could have been lower, crueler, more 
damning. In her Baggs had found the most accomplished 
of reportorial assassins. David returned the manuscript and 
rubbed his eyes dazedly. 

“Jesus!” he said, “Are you going to run that?” 

“Tonight,” she said. “Front page, as you might guess. 
The editorial page wOl have a clarion caU for action by the 
appropriate authorities.” 

“Can you prove these accusations?” 

“You know we can, Dave.” 

“Who turned Brulard in?” 

- “That’s a secret until they have to testify. Holy Father’s 
command.” 

“ ‘They’? You mean there’s more than one in on this?” 

“I mentioned the Ides of March, didn’t I?” she said. “Our 
commander doesn’t do anything halfway. They’ve all ratted 
on Doctor.” 

“Where did you hear I wasn’t with him any more?” 

“We see all and know all, like Uie newsreels.” 
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“Barbish, what am I here for? To add to the 
testimony?” 

“Search me. The Little Father didn’t say.” 

Looking at Ben, David said: “You’re wonderful, you son 
of a bitch. Mexican radio, and now this. Did you put 
Brulard on tiie spot?” 

“I don’t like it any better than you,” Ben said. “I was 
dragged in by the heels, as you will be. And I couldn’t 
assert myself any more than you can. Some guys have 
juice and others just think they have it. That’s all for 
Brulard. Take a deep breath and swallow the medicine.” 

“Dave, you look sick,” Betsy said. “Lie down and undo 
your corset and I’ll put a cold compress on your head.” 

“I am sick. My God, has he been double-crossed by 
everybody?” 

“You’ve been in the movie industry,” Ben said, "and still 
you can make a remark like that You chump! What hap¬ 
pens when they pull you down? Do your friends circle 
the wagon train and fi^t off the Indians for you? They al¬ 
ways take to the Mils, don’t they?” 

“Watch it,” Betsy said. “You’re speaking to my dearest 
friend. Lord Fauntieroy.” 

“The tax thing would be enough,” David said. “They 
could give him a break. Do they have to destroy Mm?” 

“No,” Ben said haisMy. “He had to destroy himself. He 
has. He just wasn’t tou^ enough to play with big boys. 
You know it more than anyone else.” 

David raa a hand through Ms hair and fumbled for a 
cigarette. They were silent. 

Betsy laughed. “It does seem kind of a shame. He has 
that outsize cock and those bowling balls—^the distaff side 
is going to miss him.” 

“Shut up,” Ben said. 

“But look for the silver lining, fellows,” she said. “In stir 
he’U have flie time of Ms life. If the warden gives bim the 
run of the infirmary, he can patch up his queens the way 
he did that poor buggered thespian.” 

“Shall I vomit on you, Barbish?” David said. “I don’t 
believe that.” 

“No?” she said. “We own Grammercy, Your LordsMp. 
He’s scared and loquacious and vengeful and nuts. And 
eager to flaunt himself. Think of the audience he’ll com- 
mand-^o actor-exMbitiomst could resist, let alone Mm. 
Queers will be writing him from all over the world. He’U be 
357 


a pansy demigod. His heart and his ass were broken; he 
was used and thrown out. Besides, he has to make a deal 
or he’ll take a fall.” 

"Deal?” David said. He concentrated on Ben. “This is 
where you come in?” 

“Yeah. What would you have done, stated your high 
principles, appealed, to their Christian sense of mercy, and 
cut off your means of livelihood?” 

“The clarion call on the editorial page is a fake? It’s all 
been airanged in advance?” 

“Virtually,” Ben said. “The federal grand jury, the coun¬ 
ty grand jury, and the cops have the evidence. Mr. Baggs 
win get fast action.” He grimaced and lit a cigarette from 
the one he was discarding. “We have a wrapped packa^, 
Dave.” 

“A lou^ frame-up,” David muttered. “Cut and dried 

“Oh, they’re going to put the arm on him quick,” Ben 
said. “He mi^t leave, you know. They’re insisting on a 
real fadeout for him.” 

“My fans ought to be pleased,” Betsy said. “I have a pret¬ 
ty nice beat on this. Dave, why don’t you give me your 
cooperation? I think what our Grand Duke has in mind is a 
statement from you to the effect that you bowed out of 
Doctor^s menage because you were privy to his untidy 
habits and-” 

David informed her of what she could do, in modified 
terms. 

' “Can’t you put it more clearly?” she said amiably. “I am 
not going to go fudt myself. I insist on having help when I 
do that.” 

The houseman materialized in the doorway. “Mr. Baggs 
win see Mr. Mills,” he said, 

“Play it straight,” Ben advised. “I’ve heard some en- 
coura^g things about you from Mr. Baggs. Face 
it—Doctor’s beyond aid, but you can help yourself.” 

“Straighten your velvet jacket, Fauntleroy,” Betsy said. 
“Act grownup and devious.” 

Taken downstairs, David met Baggs in a sunny breakfast 
room with gay blue-and-white wallpaper, eating creamed 
chicken on toast and drinking tea. He wore a velvet dress¬ 
ing gown, his cheeks glowed from the recent scraping of a 
razor and the application of aftershave lotion, his metallic 
eyes were glittering. The table was in a disorderly condi¬ 
tion, filled with newspapers, yellow teletype sheets and cor- 
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respondence; he pushed aside some of the mess and 
gestured for David to sit at his right hand. 

“The seating is symbolic, David,” he said. “I’m search¬ 
ing for a li^t-hand man. Will you have a bit of lunch 
with me?” 

“No thank you, sir.” 

“How are you this mo rning ?” 

“I’m not sure.” 

“I hope I can give you a sense of well-being.” The old 
man tapped a finger on the table for emphasis. “I am 
rather pushed today, so I shall not permit myself elderly 
ramblings. I’ve always had an interest in you. Your 
employment with me was productive. Even when you left, 
I respected your qualities of independence. I had reason to 
respect those qualities further when I lately made you a 
tentative offer and you refused my vague conditions.” He 
smiled faintly. “In addition, we have a common bond: we 
both wear the old school tie of the Brulard Clinic.” 

“Yes, sir.” 

“My last compunctions were eliminated when you ended 
your asKHjiation with Dr. Brulard. It comes at a good mo¬ 
ment. Are you acquainted with developments in regard to 
him?” 

“Yes, I’ve talked to Mrs. Barbish and Horowitz.” 

“Excellent. That need not concern us now. David, 
despite Brulard’s treatment, the December Syndrome occa¬ 
sionally afflicts me. I am in the autumn of my life—or the 
winter. My energy is fading. I’ve come to the time of need¬ 
ing support in conducting the Tribune and my other in¬ 
terests. The depression has damaged and deprived of 
confidence many a man, and I haven’t escaped. It will no 
doubt be a surprise to you to learn I have diluted my 
authority in the running of my newspaper and the result is 
too much cost and uncertain results. I have arrived at the 
conclusion that the Tribune’s poor performance derives 
from bad financial controls, a lack of goals and incentives 
for many of my people, and most of aU to the evils, delays 
and confusions of group management. The Tribune Com¬ 
pany is a collection of committees, rarely coming to grips 
with anything quickly, and unable to fix individual respon- 
sibiUty or accountabihty. In the end, having been thor¬ 
oughly obfuscated, everything lands in my lap. That must 
stop. Henceforth two men are going to run the organ- 
ization—you and I. You will be my executive assistant, 
with full authonty. I know you can do it. I’ll look upon you 


as my successor, if not my heir. I can start you at twenty 
thousand a year, wifli the promise of substantial rewards 
for merit, efficiency and loyalty. What do you say?” 

David swallowed hard. “Excuse me, sir. The Brulard 
situation does concern us now.” 

“Ah? How?” 

“You are Bmlard’s enemy. I am not.” 

‘Tm only technically his enemy,” Baggs said. “Per¬ 
sonally I have little animus toward him and Mme feeling of 
gratitude. But he had to be stopped. That is in prr^ss.” 

“Barbidi said you wanted a statement from me.” 

“A most conventional one, merely to clear your skirts 
and mine when you come with me. It’s in order.” 

“And proof I’m among die infOTmers, or engineered the 
plot.” 

“Such rectitude! You are at liberty to ^ve testimony or 
to plead ignorance. I don’t care. 1 have an abundance of 
proof.” 

“Such something . . . You wofl’t get a statement or 
testimony from me, Mr. Bag^.” 

“Admirable. Bravo! I want to bask in the same kind of 
devotion. But don’t you realize you are Brulard’s nemesis? 
Aren’t you conscious of your part in all this? You con¬ 
ceived and made him, and you have broken him. You took 
Dr. Bokking to him, and that turned out to be the last ele¬ 
ment we required to finish the job. You were our indispen¬ 
sable catalyst.” 

“Inadvertent, sir. I suppose Bokking managed to tempt 
Dr. Frances to save his own skin by treachery?” 

“Oh, the details are of no consequence,” Baggs said. “I 
prefer to protect my sources for the moment. . . TeU me, 
is Mrs. Barbish being accurate when she assmes me that 
she bet you at the outset, giving good odds, on the prob¬ 
ability of your turning against him someday along with 
everybody else? Was she prescient enough to predict it 
would be unknowingly?” 

“She’s accurate, now you remind me. I’d forgotten. But I 
didn’t take the bet. And I’m not an informer.” 

Baggs chewed and sipped tea and considered. “I’ll con¬ 
cede that, David. You don’t have to supply me with a 
statement. You’ll be privileged to remain silent.” 

“But not here, sir, I won’t accept the privilege. I have to 
protest. You’re going to annihilate him, put him in prison. 
He doesn’t deserve it. The tax cheating, yes—althou^ the 
fraud wasn’t his, and occurred because he trusted the man 
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closest to him. The rest of the charges stem from his nature 
and philosophy, a queer mixture of tolerance and amorality 
and generosity you could never understand.” 

“I don’t care to make the attempt, thanks. My un¬ 
derstanding consists »>lely of this: when you have the op¬ 
portunity to put down an opponent, you floor him in a 
fashion that keeps him fl'om rising again. That is how you 
compel respect among friend and foe and establish a Mse 
of power. Brulard’s personal peculiariti^ and self- 
indulgences have finished him—^but the reascm for the ex¬ 
ecution is his socialistic tendencies, and the fact that he 
had developed a powerful vehicle for expressing himself. 
That’s the irony of it. No man in the public eye, dedicated 
to justice or not, can afford to break the rules he Is at¬ 
tacking. The very people he espouses will be the first to 
condemn him when he offends the popular mores. 
Frankly, Ms sexual eccentricities, however odd, are of no 
interest to me. Under different conditions I would be quite 
willing to condone them. But I want his mouth diut.” 

“Yes, sir.” 

“David, what do you ask of me?” 

“I beg you to ^y with the formal tax charges and drop 
the rest. He’s worth your restraint. I think you know it.” 

Lifting a little bell, Baggs tinkled it shatply. A woman in 
wMte promptly revealed herself in the aitrance to the 
butler’s pantry. He ordered fresh tea, was served, and the 
woman retired. Once more he reflected. 

“I can’t,” he said, and put sugar in his cup and 
stirred. “The csjn^iracy is complete. In any event, he might 
escape even a criminal tax evasion diarge—and thereby 
escape me, too. While Ms lawyers delayed, he could go on 
with Ms missionaiy work among the downtrodden . . . No. 
Impossible. WeU, where are we? I’ve made a concession or 
two. Will you make any?” " 

David kicked back Ms chair and stood up. “We’re 
nowhere, sir. You are a cold-hearted old bastard, and that’s 
the worst of all. He has tried to be like you and failed; 
he’s human, and you just aren’t. Fm no Barbish or 
Horowitz or any of the other finks you’ve scared or bought. 
I’d rather work on the PWA than for you.” 

“Stirring,” Baggs commented. "A ringing statement. But 
impracticable in our world, David. However, you remain 
worth winning. That simplicity has a curious value. You 
are dismissed. Good afternoon.” 
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Stopping at the nearest telephone, in a restaurant, David 
mustered nickels and dimes and called the clinic. A wo man 
who subbed for Amelia Teakman at the switchboard on 
weekends replied to him. She said Dr. Brulard was 
unreachable, that he had gone to Los Angeles in the morn¬ 
ing; she had no information- on when he would return. 
David was harrowed by two suppositions: there had been a 
leak and Henry was in town trying to circumvent his ene¬ 
mies; or he had been driven to visit Amy because of David’s 
rash boast when they had last discussed her, and was put¬ 
ting her virtue to test. Hunying to Martel Avenue resolved 
his hopes and fears. The Cadillac stood at the curb, and A1 
Pargim leaned against a front fender, limply bored. Grim 
and despondent, David stopped his car and got out, 

“Hello, Mr. Mills,” Al said. “Are you looking for Doc¬ 
tor?” 

“Yes, Al.” 

“He’s in there and has been for quite awhile. With pretty 
good company.” Al winked. “But he might as well have fun 
while he can, huh?” 

“Why not?” David said. 

He walked up and rang the doorbell, thinking of a tima 
on the Tribune when he had covered the police beat. He 
knew cops. Al had been a cop—^they never changed—and 
he must be in on Henry’s betrayal. 

'^ere was a long interval. David pressed the button 
again. Amy opened the door, her clothing sli ghtl y awry as 
if hastily donned; under her blouse the firm breasts were 
unconfined, the swollen nipples fully delineated, and her 
lips looked puffy and reddened without benefit of lipstick. 
Her eyelids were swollen and crimson, her eyes suffused. 

“We were waiting for yoti,” she said. 

He moved inside. Henry was coming down the stairs, 
pulling on his coat, still rubicund and scarcely detumes- 
cent and animated and victorious. “Just freshening up,” he 
said; his half-sleepy, stiU sensual expression contrathcted 
the polite lie. “How are you, David?” 

“Fine, Henry.” 

“I want to talk to you.” 

“You haven’t time,!’ David said. “Listen to me.” 

They followed him into the living room. He was aware 
of Amy watching him queerly, saddened and ashamed and 
wondering at what he would say. 

“Aren’t you being a little dramatic?” Henry asked. 

“I wouldn’t say so,” David replied. ‘Tve come from Al- 
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fred Baggs. He has you by the short hairs. Tonight the early 
editions of the Tribune will carry a front-page story on you. 
You’ve had it. Doctor.” 

Henry stared at him. “In what area, my friend?” 

“Item, income tax evasion. Item, wholesale procuring of 
abortions. Item, debauching a girl under the age of con¬ 
sent. Item, unnatural sex relations with another man result¬ 
ing in ittjmy to him.” 

“Can they make the charges stick?” 

“Can they?”* 

“Give me a cigarette.” Henry waited until David lit it, 
and sat on the sofa. Settling at his side, Amy absently 
straightened his tie. “Yes. Under certain circumstances. 
Who are my accusers?” 

“Everybody concerned, I suppose. I’m not that fully in¬ 
formed. Your old friend Betsy Barbish, who has done your 
obituary, said they scared Lane and he’s spilled his guts. 
Did you have to repair him?” 

“He had an emergency rectal problem,” Henry said 
calmly. 

Closing her eyes ti^tly, Amy averted her face from him. 
His glance flicked to her, and back to David. He stubbed 
the dgarette after a couple of puffs and put his elbows on 
his knees and his chin in his hands. Amy opened her eyes 
and looked emptily at David. 

“I regret that you have to hear this, Amy,” Henry said. 

“Why?” she said. “Am I any better than you?” 

“A little better,” he said, and smiled. “Not much . . . 
David, what shall I do? Or have you washed your hands of 
me?” 

“I wish I had. You goddamned fool!” 

“Ah, yes. But you are revenged for all those 
slights—and injuria.” Henry’s shoulder seemed to incline 
toward Amy. “Including a last one.” 

“Yes. Revenge is sweet. Doctor.” 

“But now I’m prepared to take your advice.” 

“Are you prepared to go to prison?” David said. “You’re 
sure as hell going, if I know Baggs. He’s taken the pre¬ 
caution of submitting his evidence to the authorities in 
advance of publication. Ben is in on it. Monday the indict¬ 
ments will come through, no doubt A warrant or warrants 
will be issued on you.” 

“Can I get out on bail and fight it?” 

“I imagine you can. But that’s temporary. You’ve 
already admitted you’re guilty, and the publicity will close 
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the clinic and the costs will ruin you. Eventually you’ll go 
to jail.” 

“Fd rather not, David.” 

“Then get out of here—out of the country—^tonight. 
Baggs knows I’m going to warn you and he may speed up 
things.” 

“Where would I go?” Henry said. 

“Somewhere you can fi^t extradition, or simply hide. 
Mexico, the banana republics. South America.” 

“Mexico ... I have friends there. 1 did have.” 

“Have A1 drive you to Ita Juana. No, wait. Perhaps you 
shouldn’t trust him. Terry Gillen can fly you. Get farther 
away —^ to Mexico City.” 

Turning to Amy, Henry said, “Fm sorry. I wish I could 
explain-” 

“You don’t have to.” 

“Am I forgiven?” 

“What have you done,” she said, “the rest of us might 
not do?” 

Rising, Henry crossed his arms on his chest, and his 
powerful biceps swelled. “Are all of them in on it? The 
people I trusted and tried to help and love? I find it hard to 
. .. Well, there it is. David, who engineered this?” 

“I think I know. You must, too. And I brought it to a 
head by insisting on Bokking’s visit.” 

Henry smiled. “Are you sorry?” 

“Not a bit. But I was.” 

“You’d better go now,” Amy said. 

“Yes,” Henry said vaguely. “I seem to remember an ap¬ 
pointment I have to keep . , . Amy, will you come with 
me?” 

“I have nowhere else to go.” 

“Thank you.” 

“I’ll pack,” Amy said. “No, I won’t. There’s nothing I 
want here now. Shall we leave?” 

“I’m not an admirable figure, am I?” 

“No.” 

“I wish I were, Amy, just to shine in your eyes. Isn’t 
that foolish?” 

“Damned foolish,” David interjected. “You’re wasting 
time. Get back to San Pat and extract what money you can 
from Frank. I’ll try to reach Terry and send him 
down—^I’m afraid it’s too dangerous for you to go to an 
airport here. Watch out for Frank and Kipp; they might 
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turn you in if they have the chance. Pretend you haven’t 
heard the news.” 

“And the others?” Henry said. “Tiny and Mrs. Teakman 
and Irene?” 

“Yes, all of them. I don’t know whether John and Gad 
are involved, but I have an idea—^I’ll get hold of them on 
the pretext that you want an emergency conference at the 
clinic tonight and bring them down, which means we can 
keep them under surveillance until you’ve gone.” 

“I’m going upstairs for my coat and purse,” Amy said. 
“Wait for me outside.” 

She left the room, and David and Henry walked to the 
door. Henry stuck out his hand. After hesitating, David 
took it. “Goodbye,” Henry said. “In case you decide not to 
stick with me to the end. I’ll miss you.” 

“Ill stick.” 

“I wish I hadn’t done this to you. But it could not be 
avoided. Was it jealousy? Me?” 

“Understand,” David said. “This is for her, not you, 
and possibly a little for toy stinking feeling of self- 
righteousness. Beat it.” 

The door closed behind Henry. Amy came down the 
stairs, and halted abruptly on the next-to-last step. She 
looked at him humbly. 

“That’s the way to go out in the world,” he said. 
“Without anything. The pure in heart . . . Ohi, God, you 
make me sick!” 

“Well, you see?” she said. “I’m only that. No more. I 
told you I was.” 

“You could have been something else.” 

“No, not really. But I didn’t mean to hurt you. I wish I 
could have been something else- 

“Without him you could have.” 

“Didn’t you expect it?” 

“More or less. I asked for it and I got it.” 

“It wasn’t out of love for him. I didn’t mean to, and I 
couldn’t help it. It had to happen. He didn’t force me—^I in¬ 
sisted.” 

“I know.” 

“I love yop. I knpw that now. Isn’t that strange? You 
don’t love him. He’s just the storm that beats on you, the 
thxmder and lightning.” 

“Don’t go with him,” he said. 

“I have to. Don’t you see? It’s my punishment. I’m a 
sinner.” 
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“You’re out of your head. Stay here. I’ll take care of 

“No,” she said. “He’s alone now, and I think he’s afraid. 
He shouldn’t be all alone .. .” 

When she had gone, he attempted to use the hall tele¬ 
phone and suddenly his eyes clouded and sobs rumbled in 
his chest, and he had to stop and wipe his cheeks and blow 
his nose. 
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Gently freeing himself from Amy’s embrace, Henry slipped 
out of the bed. She scarcely moved, and slept on. He cov¬ 
ered her bare shoulders, put on a robe, and went to his 
bedroom, where he showered and shaved. When he left the 
bathroom his nurse was standing by, fresh clothing laid 
out. It amused him to fancy she was eyeing him in Ms un¬ 
derwear, perhaps with a trace of regret on her face. But, of 
course, she had an investment to protect, and he could 
imagine Murman Kipp was now her lover. She combined 
bourbon and absinthe at his request and poured the mix¬ 
ture over ice. 

“You didn’t stay long in L.A., Doctor,” she said. 

“I dropped in on Mrs. Hogan. She returned with me and 
is in the guest bedroom. You remember her.” 

“Uh-huh.” 

“She’ll be staying with me.” 

“That’s nice. Doctor.” 

“I plan to have a little meeting of the inner circle 
tonight. It’s been too long since we got together. Mills is 
coming, and Drumm and Briton.” 

“I’m glad to hear it.” Tiny’s blank countenance yielded a 
hint of interest. “Mr. Green is around—^he has a load of 
stuff for your new house coming in the morning.” 
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‘Include Mm in the gathering. And Dr. Kipp, Miss 
Sneed and Mrs. Teakman. Ask Helge to prepare a festive 
supper for us, to be served in the dining room at eight 
o’clock. ** 

“Yes, sir.” 

“Have the landing strip lights turned on. GUlen should 
arrive in the plane shortly.” 

“Are you going someplace. Doctor?” 

“Tomorrow,” Hraary said. “Mrs. Hogan and I will take a 
short vacation. Phone Dr. Frances, please; Fd like him to 
come over.” 

“I have several errands to do. Doctor, and Fm going by 
his office. I’ll tell him.” 

He saw she was puzzled and uneasy, not entirely believ¬ 
ing him, and wanted to confer with Frank; hesitating, he 
conclud^ he was fairly safe in releasing W. "All right, 
Tiny. Watch for the guests. Have them take a peek at my 
mission, and then tell Helge to give them drinks in the 
dining hall. Send Mills to me as soon as he comes.” 

“Yes, sir.” 

Refilling his glass, he sat down, a cigarette burning un¬ 
noticed between his fingers. He was not depressed, only 
wary and nervous and eager to be off. The thing was fin¬ 
ished. He looked to a future again, and Amy. Amy! To 
have lost everything was to be reborn. His memory held the 
childlike Indian whore, glazed over by the image of tough 
Irene; he threw the cigarette in the fireplace, thinking of the 
irony of the neglected maidenhead and how it had helped to 
trip and confound him. His brave new house he dismissed 
once and for all—^it had always been an illusion, and the 
cloud-capped towers were vanishing. 

There was a knock on the door. He said, “Come in.” 

AI advanced a couple of steps. “Just wanted to know if I 
was on or off duty tonight. Doctor.” 

“I like you, Al,” Henry said slowly. “Do you like me?” 

“Sure. You’ve been good to me. Doctor.” 

“Do you know the trouble Fm in?” 

“No.” 

“Is that the truth? You aren’t in on it?” 

Looking bewildered, Al said, “In on what? I hate to hear 
you’re messed up. Doctor. But- " 

“But what?” 

“Well, I’ve got eyes and ears. You live too free, and 
you’re easygoing and careless. You put your trust in the 
wrong people. Is it bad?” 
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“Very bad,” Henry said. “I have to get out of here 
tonight after a supper at eight in the dining hall. I wish 
you’d come and keep them from leaving or getting to a 
telephone until Tve gone ,.. You’ll lose your job for it.” 

“Okay.” 

“Thanks. Have a seat.” 

They waited for Frank, who came in a rush, genial and 
twinkling, still attiied in his white coat and with a steth¬ 
oscope crammed in a pocket. “We have quite a rush this 
evening, Doctor,” he said. “Murman and I are up to our 
earn. Most encouraging . , . Hello, Al.” 

“HeUo,” Al replied. 

“This is a relief. Doctor,” Frank said. “I was concerned 
to hear of your sudden departure for the city, especially 
when Miss Sneed informed me you didn’t know when you’d 
return. We need you here.” 

“Do you?” Henry said. “I suppose my going must have 
alarmed you. Sit down. Prank.” 

“May I plead press of business for the moment? In 
another hour- ” 

“No. You can spare me a few minutes.” 

Frank lowered himself in a chair, frowning and blinking 
at Hemy. “Yotrr gathering tonight sounds charming. We 
old friends don’t get together enough. I only wish your 
splendid new quartets were completed. Am I invited?” 

“How could we meet without you? Especially tonight. 
My friend, why did you do it?” 

“Do what, my boy?” 

“You’re the author of the plot,” Henry said. “The execu¬ 
tioner. Aren’t you?” 

“Doctor, you mystify me- 

“I know, Frank. David has tiie whole story. You have 
me. Just tell me why. I’m merely curious, and I won’t harm 
you.” 

Color ebbing, Frank said, “We can’t have a discussion in 
front of a third party.” 

“Yes we can. Al is your guarantee of protection. Frank, 
why? I’ve been unkind to you at times, but not that 
unkind.” 

“My dear boy, you’re completely on the wrong track. 
Somebody has misinformed you—Dave is telling you 
outright lies. Why, you’re a son to me—— 

“Bokking got to you. He threatened the loss of your 
license and promised respectability. Was that it?” 

“No.” 
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“The advancement of Kipp? Immunity from the charges 
of abortion if you informed? The same for the tax cheating 
you started of your o^ accord?” 

“No.” 

“The fear of my giving away our secret?” 

“No.” 

“Everything, then?” Henry said. 

“Everything and nothing, Henry,” Frank said. “Av¬ 
arice—^the old man’s refuge.” His breath came rasping- 
ly. “What we have is too valuable. I was afraid, I have so 
little remaining to me ... you would have taken it away in 
your madness.” 

“But without me? What will you do?” 

“It’s better than nothing. My boy, my son—forgive me 

A1 watched them blankly. He seemed not to understand 
a word they were saying. Lowering his head, Frank unaf¬ 
fectedly wept. Glasses off, he mopped his streaming eyes 
with a handkerchief and looked up appealingfy. 

“I forgive you,” Henry said. “There’s nothing else I 
could or would do. I enjoy your emoting, Frank. But I can’t 
forgive your hyprociisy. Please tell me why—^why—why. 
Honestly.” 

"Why, I hate you,” Frank said, and his vmce rose. 
“You’ve trampled me, humiliated me, forced me into every 
sort of foolishment to keep you contented. You’ve aged me 
beyond my time, and you have spent half the profits we 
might have had from this place. By George, I’ve never 
hated anybody as much in my life!” He stopped appalled at 
his vehemoice and lack of circumspection. 

“Ah,” Henry said. “I’m sorry, Frank. Forgive me” 

“I—I do.” 

“Well, the best—or worst—of friends must part. Pm 
going tonight, and not to the prison you intended for me. 
How much c^ can you let me have?” 

“I’m not sure. I’ll have to check with Mrs. Teakman. 
Five or six thousand dollars—^we send our receipts to the 
bank every other day.” 

“Not a great deal for my efforts, is it?” 

“I’ll send you more.” 

“I won’t depend on that. Dig deep, Frank; you’re getting 
rid of me and my forty per cent. A1 will help you. He’s 
going to stay with you for a while. You ate not to use a 
telephone or send any messages outside the clinic.” 

A1 got to his feet, and Frank arose painfully. “That 
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hurts, Doctor,” he said. “Can you seriously believe that I 
would-” 

“Yes. That’s all.” 

Frank opened his mouth and closed it He was gulping 
air, and Henry looked at him intently. Shaking his head, he 
turned from him. A1 took Frank’s arm and tiiey left 

Aware of an empty stomaxdi, Henry entered the 
bedroom where Amy lay and turned on the light She 
opened her eyes and spread out her legs and yawned. “It’s 
an hour until dinner,” he said, “and we can’t remain long 
at it. Are you hxmgry? Do you want a sandwich?” 

“No, let me sleep until you are ready.” 

“Are you afraid?” 

“Pm not afraid of anything,” she said. "Not even of you 
any more.” 

“Then why do you hide under tiie covers?” 

“I don’t have to think, and you’ve had me and Pm tired.” 

“Are you sorry fca: what we’ve done to David?” 

“No.” 

“I am,” he said. 

“Yes, I am,” die said. “What difference does that make 
now?” 

“Do you love me?” 

“No. I’m going to hate you someday.” 

“I love you,” he smd. “I can work miracles.” 

He returned to the living room and picked up the tele¬ 
phone, reaching Tiny in the dispensaryj she was with Dr. 
Kipp. “Mr. Drumm and Mr. Briton are here,” she said. 
“They had a look at your house, and then I took them to 
the dining room. We got the last patients cleared out. Shall 
I send the others over?” 

“Yes, please,” he said. “Bring me a sandwich and cof¬ 
fee.” 

“Anything for Mrs. Hogan?” 

“No.” 

In a few minutes she brought the food. He wolfed down 
the sandwich, his appetite matching his gathering an¬ 
ticipatory excitement, and sipi^ the coffee. She remained 
on her feet, observing him stolidly. 

“You’ve heard Pm going away by now,” he remarked. 

“Yeah. From Dr. Frances.” 

“Don’t try to stand in my way. I’ll kill you, and not with 
kindness.” 

“You needn’t worry. A1 is sitting by the switchboard 
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listening to the calls, ready to pull a plug. He has 
Mrs. Teakman in a tizzy. And he’s got Nils watching at the 
gate.” 

Henry smiled. “How intelligent. Do you, want to go with 
Mrs. Hogan and me. Tiny? How can I survive without you 
after ail these years^’ 

"I like it at the clinic.” 

“Because of the ten per cent?” 

“Yes. I’m not rich, and I had to cover myself because of 
the other things—I could’ve ended up in jail. What did you 
expect of me. Doctor?” 

“Nothing.” Henry said. “I understand.” 

“I’ll pack your bags,” she said. “How big a load can you 
take?” 

“Not more than two bags.” 

She disappeared in his bedroom, and he heard the noise 
of a car pulliug up outside. He hastened to the door and 
opened it for David. “What’s the situation?” David asked. 
“I saw Nils at the gate.” 

“A1 put him there,” Henry said. “He isn’t in on it. He’s 
sitting at the telephone board. Gad and John have arrived.” 

“Terry?” 

“Not yet.” 

“I tipped off Ben that I had warned you and you were 
calling the troops together tonight for a strategy session. I 
told him you were going to fight it. He’ll tell Baggs, of 
course. That will buy you a little time.” 

“David, I wish I could explain to you- ” 

“You can’t.” 

“Not if you won’t allow my amends.” 

“Look,” David said. “I don’t give a damn about you, or 
what you did or didn’t mean—^whatever friendship we had 
left ended this afternoon. Amy shouldn’t go with you, God 
knows, but she had the fever and guilt and a stupid bargain 
to keep—and a delusion of elation. And appealing to 
your sense of decency is a waste of breath, naturally.” 

“I have the fever too. I love her.” 

David snorted. 

“Once I promised to share her with you,” Henry said. 
^‘Now I swear to care for her.” 

Amy walked in on them from the hall, in her wrinkled 
dress, hair carelessly done, pale and weary and abstracted. 
“What a queer way to end,” she said. “As if I were a 
bundle of dirty clothing, a pet animal, common property. 
They don’t have this in the movies.” 
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“Well, there’s nothing more to say,” Henry said. 

“Yes, there is,” David said. “I have a short speech. 
Amy, don’t let him smash you. I’ll try to maintain your 
house for you and save your belongings until you want 
them. Come back when it’s over and start again.” 

Her brow wrinkled. “With you?” 

“With me,” he said. “Married—any fashion you dboose. 
I’m the loyal opposition; I only stand and wait. How long 
shall I wait for you—one year, ten, a hundred?” 

“Don’t wait,” she said, and swung about 

“But I will,” he said. “I can’t help it, any more than you 
can help what you are doing. End of speech.” 

Henry gazed at her back, and then at David. “You 
should have turned me in,” he said. 

“I considered it,” David said. “For her sake. But she 
wouldn’t have forgiven me.” 

The rising drum of an airplane beat down on them; the 
sound passed over, diminished, returned. They heard the 
popping from a closed throttle. “I hope he doesn’t crack it 
up this time,” Henry said softly. 

Coming out of the bedroom. Tiny set two suitcases near 
the doorway, glanced at Amy and David without speaking, 
and picked up the food tray. “Dr. Kipp is waiting for me at 
the Annexes,” she said. “Is that all. Doctor?” 

“Yes, thank you.” 

They watched Tiny go and remained silent until 
footsteps thumped outside, knuckles rapped on the door, 
and Terry joined them, leather coat unbuttoned, mousn 
tache points waxed, whipcord breeches tucked in short 
boots. Halting, he grinned at them. 

“What’re you doing?” he asked. “Posing for a family 
picture?” 

It broke the spell. Henry laughed, and even David and 
Amy smiled. “This is Mrs. Hogan, Mr. Gillen,” Henry 
said. “She’s going with me.” 

“Hello, hello, hello,” Terry said, and regarded Amy with 
unabashed enthusiasm. “If you have to go, go first class.” 

“Thanks,” she said. 

“I saw the first edition of the Tribune at the aurport,” 
Terry said, and his levity stopped. “Doctor’s got his name 
and picture in the paper. It’s rough. I thou^t you wouldn’t 
want to read the latest news and left it in a wastebasket.” 

“Was it complete and imexpurgated?” David said. 

“They didn’t miss anything,” Terry replied. “I filed a 
fli ght plan for Phoenix just in case. Some guy asked me 
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questions about where I was going, and for who; I didn’t 
recxjgnize him and he didn’t explain.” 

“We can’t wait too long,” David said. “What time is it?” 

Terry checked the two watches on his left wrist. “Seven- 
fifty-four. The tanks on the aircraft are topped and we’ll fly 
the west coast of Mexico. The weather’s clear. Let’s put this 
show on the road.” 

“First you have to attend my dinner,” Henry said. 


The long table in the dining room was already set, and 
the invited were gathering. On a side table Helge had 
drinks to serve, and Frank’s favorite orange crush. She and 
a woman in a starched apron put platters of cold sliced 
chicken and ham along the center of the table, with 
pickles, salads and plates of white and brown bread. Irene 
wore a new and becoming dress. Hal had moist eyes. John 
was scowling. Gad looked tired and worried. Last to arrive 
were Frank, Mtirman, Tiny and Al. As he was given a 
drink by Helge, Henry said, “Stay for the feast. I’m sorry 
Nils can’t be here. Thank him for me.” 

“No,” she said. Her composure was precarious. “No, 
Doctor. I can’t bear to stay. Goodnight.” She surveyed the 
table for a last time and fled toward the kit ch en. 

“Beautiful house, Doctor,” Gad said. "John and I 
inspected your foUy.” His mien was wholly unsympathetic. 
“Worth making a long Sunday ni^t trip for—almost.” 

“I’m afraid I’m going to lose money on it,” Henry said. 

“You’re going to lose money?” Gad said. “What about 
me when Frank tries to fill your shoes?” 

John said, “Doctor, what a wonderful new-old ruin you 
have out there. And cold as an ice rink. Ben gave me an 
inkling of ^ a couple of days ago. What could I do? I’m 
not a criminal lawyer or a tax expert, and Tve got a wife 
and kid and a business and a reputation to think of. You 
wouldn’t listen to me, damn it.” 

“I appreciate your position,” Henry said. 

He stopped by Irene, who stood defiantly alone, and 
smiled. “How attractive you are. Is the swimming still, en¬ 
joyable?” 

“Yes, sir.” 

“Why did you lie, Irene?” 

“Well, it seemed the best thing to do. Dr. Frances said I 
might lose my job. I liked getting all the attention ... it 
could have happened. It practically did.” 
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“That’s right,” Henry said. “It should have.” 

“Yes, sir,” she said. 

Hal told him: “I don’t think I can stand this, Doctor. I 
feel likft crying—^I’m the way I used to be.” 

“Have a drink,” Henry said, and clapped him on the 
shoulder. 

“What can I do? I’d lay down my life for you.” 

“I’ll manage. Say goodbye to Ann for me.” 

Mrs. Teakman buttonholed Henry, and a lar^, tluck en¬ 
velope passed unseen between them and went in his mner 
coat pocket. “I never saw such a place as your darlmg 
house,” she said. “It’s the talk <rf the patients. Doctor—^like 
going to the San Gabriel Mission. I was there once with 
Mr. Teakman before he passed cm.” 

“How much, Amelia?” 

“Eh? Yes, wait’ll we have moonlight. A person will 
thtnV he’s at the San Gabriel Missmn. You’ll think you’re 
seeing priests, and Indians-” 

“How much?” 

“Almost ninft thousand. Doctor,” she said. “That’s every 
loose cent; the payroll ca^ and everything. Give us an ad¬ 
dress when you can and more will come. Dr. Frances told 
me to say that’s for not giving away any secrets.” 

“Yes,” he said. “Thank you. Blackmail hadn’t occurred 
to me.” 

Murman said, “Too bad. We’U try to keep it going for 
you. Doctor. Uncle Frank pushed me into it.” 

“Fm sure he did.” 

“Listen, we’ve got an old girl over in Annex Three with 
a galloping case of urticaria. A hell of a protein reaction. 
Could you look at her?” 

“Your problem. Doctor,” Henry said. “Good luck.” 

“All we need now,” Murman said, “is for somebody to 
die on us.” 

Henry sat at the head erf the table, with David on his left 
and Amy on his right, and the others took chairs. Only 
Terry and Ai ate with appetite. 

“I’m poor again,” Henry said quietly to Amy. “My 
future is deUghtfuUy uncertain. If I had lost the half- 
million to you, I couldn’t have paid. But I thought I could.” 

“I know.” 

“Should you come with me? I’m not positive I can sup¬ 
port you.” 

“I’ll support you,” she said. 

“How?” 
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“Any way you like. You’re not jealous.” 

“I might be now,” he said. “I’ve changed, Amy—^today, 
tonight. I thought I couldn’t love anybody, but I love you. 
Love you. I’m happy. Loving you, I can almost love 
everyone. Do you believe that?” 

“Yes.” 

“Amy, why are you coming with me?” 

“Who else would, when you are alone?” 

“I don’t want to be alone now, God knows. I did before 
,, . Is that the only reason?” 

“There’s somettog else,” she said. Her lips twisted. 
“The sweating. Call it whatever you want.” 

“Yes,” he said. “The wonderful sweating.” 

The small patter of general conversaticm subsided. A 
moment of absolute quiet obtained. David whispered, 
“Come on, Henry! Get it over with.” 

Raising his glass of orange crush, Frank said: “Excuse 
me, folks. I wonder if I may propose a toast to Doctor and 
his fine new house? This is an occasion to drink to.” 

“Thank you, my friends,” Henry said, and got up. “This 
is also an occasion for farewell. However, we are not really 
gathered here toni^t for you to hear my final words, but 
simply to keep an eye on you until I’m beyond your reach. 
But I think you’re entitled to a valedictory'from me. You 
know. I’ve been studying the life and works of Jesus Christ 
in preparation for radio talks I’ll never give. The Gospel 
according to John is very interesting. Jesus was an ex¬ 
cellent doctor, and He employed radical methods. In a 
synagogue He beheld a woman bowed down for eighteen 
years and said unto her, ‘Woman, you are loosed from 
your infirmity’ and laid on His hands and she straightened 
up. I haven’t done that well yet. And He saw a certain man 
wth dropsy and took him and healed him—just like that. 
Site of the accumulation of serous fluid not specified, nor 
if a hydragogue was used. In Galilee He cleansed ten men 
of leprosy. He raised Lazarus from the dead. His story was 
written by Luke the Physician, He is one of us.” 

He paused, resting his eyes on each one of them, and 
counting. They hardly moved or drew breath. Then' he 
grinned. “Jesus had a Last Supper. Coincidentally, we are 
thirteen in number here. Had you noticed? Perhaps you are 
also my apostles^ ready to go out and spread my namp. and 
works through the world—and Pve got somewhere else to 
go. Jesus went elsewhere too. I suppose I ought to wash 
your feet, but I don’t think I will ” 
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Murman laughed aloud, looked about him at the frozen 
faces, and was abruptly still. 

“Jesus said,” Henry went on, “that He had given them 
an example, &at they should do as He had done to them. 
And He was more reagned to His fate than I am, and said, 
‘Verily, verily, I say unto you that one of you shall betray 
me,’ I imagine we have a Judas here, willing to act. Jesus 
had a father in heaven, but I had only a mother. Mine 
wasn’t a virgin birth, either. So I can’t say that in my 
father's house are many mansions and Fm going to pre¬ 
pare a place for you; history doesn’t repeat itself. But I 
can say yet a little while and the world sees me no more, 
can’t I? His farewell is mine: ‘These things I command 
you, that you love one another. If the world hate you, you 
know it hated me tefore it hated you.’ And this: ‘But this 
comes to pass that the word might be fulfilled that is writ¬ 
ten in their law—^they hated me without a cause.’ ” 

He rested a moment, leaning forward on hands placed 
on the table, regarding them pleasantly. “Well, I’m not 
going out into the garden and give Judas a crack at me. 
And my Simon,called Peter called Frank won’t have to cut 
off the ear of the high priest’s servant and then deny me 
three times and listen to the cock crow. Fm going to heaven 
in a Lockheed, and A1 will stand by the door to make sure 
you remain here until you hear the beating of angels’ 
wings. Goodbye, my friends. I bear you no ill will.” 

He took Amy’s arm as she arose, and walked out with 
her, David and Terry behind them. Nobody spoke. Moving 
swiftly to a position at the door, A1 stood with folded 
arms and a noncommittal policeman’s expression. Henry 
stopped and squeezed his elbow, and A1 said, “Don’t 
worry. Doctor.” At the table, Frank was saying, “Very 
moving, folks. The unthinking mi^t accuse Doctor of blas¬ 
phemy, but we aU realns he has been reading us a parable.” 

At the airplane, under the wide star-studded sky, they 
paused while Terry loaded suitcases in the baggage com¬ 
partment. Henry turned to Amy and David. “That’s the 
end of Gethsemane,” he said. “What went before it wasn’t 
bad, was it? Think of my Gestalt, something out of noth¬ 
ing in a time of nothing—^the clinic, the bare behinds, the 
potency, Houey, the newspapers, the radio, the appeals for 
justice, the emer^nce of the common man, tiie beginning 
of a royal progress for me ... 1 discovered a few things that 
won’t perish. One day they’ll learn enough, from the find- 



ings of men like m!e, to make people over and end func- 
ticmal complaints and keep the old from only waiting to die 
and whiten their bones in graveyards. I’m content. .But 
he knew that he was far from content. “Goodbye, David.” 
He made no attempt to touch him. “I sh all mourn you.” 

“So long, you crazy bastard,” David said. 

From the cockpit, Terry was calling to Henry. The iner¬ 
tia starter whined, the propeller revolved and began to beat 
the ^ as the exhaust stacks jetted flame and sound: wing 
landing light went on, adding illumination to the runway. 
Henry saw David kissing Amy’s cheek and the glitter of 
tears in her eyes; he dimly heard her say, “Don’t wait. I’ll 
never be able to come back.” She moved toward him He 
looked at her in a great anguish of l onging and despair and 
lust and love. The engine roared louder. 

“I can’t say ^>odbye to you,” he said in a choked voice. 
“But I’ve made enough mistakes, haven’t I?” 

He doubted that she heard him fully, but his mp-aning 
was plain. She halted, staring, and iw turned and stumbled 
up into the airplane and closed and fastened the door. Terry 
looked at him in questioning surprise; he pointed down the 
airstrip. 

The engine blasted, the ship trembled. Henry looked back 
fleetingly when Terry released the brakes. Dust kicked up 
by the propeller made them hard to see. He thought David 
had hold of Amy’s hand . 

Now he was done. 
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In the winter of 1939 David was happy and well, yet 
heavily laden with responsibilities and premonitions of evil 
to come. The depression had receded, but there was war in 
the air—^in Europe and Asia, and recenfly in Africa, the 
Balkans and Spain. Again the world was changing. 

Long since, he had made his peace with Alfred Baggs. 
His post of executive vice president of the Los Angeles 
Tribune Ctompany was demanding and worrisome. He 
rarely b gd time to think of the past. He had an attractive 
home, a son and a daughter, two cars, money in the bank, 
and Tribune Ccwnpany stock. Heavier in manner and 
figure, he had a buxom, handsome wife and a much more 
conservative outlook. The green years were far behind him, 
and sometimes he thought of the perils of advancing middle 
age and its subtle disillusionments and was annoyed and 
saddened. Like many of Im generation he yearned for 
solider ground to stand (m and the assurance of peace and 
plenty for his descendants. An impending election year 
bothered him both personally and from a policy standpoint. 
Mortal opposition to Fr anklin Roosevelt Was law at the 
Tribune, and a matter of faith to David, but he secretly 
felt dubious about Wendell Willkie. Although a respcmsible 
citizen who detested Communists and Fasdsts, the 
prospect of the United States going to war to pull the fat 
out of the fire for decadent European democracies aroused 
repugnance and fear in him. He could not but agree with 
Mr. Baggs that no President diould serve more than two 
terms and their beloved country must stand in magnificent, 
armed isolation. When he had the leisure, he wrote 
editorials to this effect which wde quoted in the locker 
room of his country club. 
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The Tribune Company possessed considerable oil in¬ 
terests, m California, the Midwest and Mexico, supervised 
by David. One day he had occasion to confer with a 
geologist in the company employ whose name was Harry 
Porter, a sallow-faced man suffering from intermittent 
malaria ^d other disabilities incurred in the hellholes he 
had to inhabit. They discussed Porter’s late Mexican 
prospecting trip, which had been extensive but not very 
productive. 

“Considering what I have to report,** Porter said, “I’m 
glad I got ycm, David, instead of old Alfred. He’s never 
awfully charitable to failures.” 

“He’s taking it easier these days, so you’ll have me from 
now on. But I’ll have to ^t tougher with you, I guess.” 

“Where I went in Mexico is sufficient punishment. The 
state of San Luis Potosf, up in the mountains amrmg the 
Aztec Indians. The Pan-American Highway runs through 
there, but, my God, it’s fantastic—you go back ten ceii- 
turies—back to people riding on mules and living in filth 
among the dogs and pi^ and plowing with a pointed stick 
and wwering the seed with their feet and carry ing loads on 
their shoulders a horse couldn’t bear. Those Tndiana never 
heard of a bathroom, everybody sort of smells of urine, 
they have witch doctors and dope themselves on marijuana 
and peyote and drink a brand of white lightning made of 
cactus ptdp that melts the enamel from your teeth, and on 
feast ^y$ they cut up one another with machetes or unlim¬ 
ber pistols. It makes the Qzarks and hobo jungles and 
dust bowls look pretty.” 

“You always have a hard-luck story when it hasn’t gone 
well,” David said. 

*This is a real one, David. But ISan Luis has its own terri¬ 
ble charm. Eighty inches of ram a year. Snakes galore. The 
mountains go straight up. And there’s mahogany, 
rosewood and mad purple trees, and down below date 
palms, bamboo, banana, rubber and fig trees. They farm 
on terraces, be^ and com and sugar cane. You can smell 
a village two mUes off arid every raie has a Catholic church 
a couple of centuries old in the plaza, and in front of it 
beggars in ranks ten deep.” 

“That isn’t for me, thank you.” 

“Or for the poor devils who live there. Everybody’s got a 
malarial swamp fever, rickets, hookworm, venereal disease, 
dysentery, pneumonia, rheumatism mid tetanus. The coral 
snakes bite ’em and they’re done for, beyond help. They 





must have one doctor for each hundred thousand inhabi¬ 
tants.” 

“Well, we have enough of our own troubles.” 

“Fortunately not ail Americans think that, David,” Por¬ 
ter said. “I met a doctor in a place called Indios. An 
amazing guy. He has a little, dean, whitewadied clinic—^it 
looks like a mission. Pve got to admit 1 admired him. He’s 
been living in that antechamber of hell for years and has 
no plai^ for coming home. His native nurses have been 
well trained and smell of antiseptic. We got drunk 
together.” 

“I don’t wonder, Harry.” 

“What a life he leads! What holds him in Los Indios? He 
hasn’t a dime or a radio or a newspaper or electric li^ts. 
His patients pay him with chickens and com and by work¬ 
ing around clinic. Some charitable outfit in the States 
sends him a little money and medicines. He has an old 
Ford car. I ^nt several days with him because he can 
spedc a smattering of the Indian lingo and was helpful. I 
couldn’t ^t him to actually esplaln.the reason for his ex¬ 
ile. He wouldn’t admit to being religious or to be stiffing 
out an unfortunate love affair. 1 suppose this was his way 
of joining the Foreign Legion.” 

“Or a case of sheer insanity,” David said. 

“Or the kind compassion you can get canraiizBd for? 
He gives ’em quinine and iron shots, cod liver oil, and Sal- 
varsan for the Old Joe. He delivers babies, puUs teeth, sets 
broken legs, sews up wounds, cleans ulcers, puts stuff on 
bums, opens their guts—^he’s even got a small laboratory 
where he runs tests. And the curious thing is the Indians 
don’t love him, or at least he can’t tell if they do; they just 
accept him. He told me that stanehow he got a license 
from the University of Mexico which entitles him to prac¬ 
tice in the country, but every once in a while the ^vemor 
of the state threatens to throw him out for no reason in 
particular. How’s he stand it? Of course he has the swamp 
fever and the customary spells of burning and freezing, 
and the witch doctors hate him cutting in on their trade 
and are always threatming to knife or poison him. I think 
he enjoys his worki” 

“What does he look like?” 

“Oh, a big man, thin, with dark hair and long sideburns 
and a moustache—he was good-looking once, but taking 
atabrine has yellowed his skin and liver trouble has 
380 



discolored his eyes. He didn’t talk much about himself and 
he wasn’t interested in anything outside of Sah Luis, but he 
gave me the impression he’d had a good education. I 
remember he said in his cui» he was a hell of a doctor, 
really, and getting better. He mentioned he’d met an X-ray 
man once with a face all scarred up from fighting cancer 
and that had led to his going where he could be of the most 
use. He didn’t say it boastfully or to court praise. Probably 
he’s a bit fractured in the head. But you wonder at how 
people fill out their Uves. How do you explain a man of his 
breed?” 

“I wouldn’t try.” 

“Well,” Harry said cheerfully, getting up, “everybody to 
his own racket. David, protect me from die wralJi of dd 
Alfred or I’ll go back to San Luis.” 

For a few moments, David thought of Dr. Brulard—a 
weakness he had not indulged in for years. He felt a 
degree of nostalgia, the mild pain of old sorrow and ad¬ 
venture, but nothing piercing. Everything passed. Henry 
was forgotten, togelher with the December Syndrome and 
revitalization. Tastes wijre different now;. The great scandal 
initiated by the Tribune d^aged beyond repair the soaring 
hopes of cellular therapy; in Brulard’s sensational ruin were 
the seeds of decline for his clinic. Frank Frances had died 
of a heart seizure a month later, and nothing had gone well 
thereafter with Murman Kipp and Tiny. Interest in the 
marvelous secret lapsed. Where were Uncle Prank’s cool 
nephew and the big nurse these days? No one knew. 

The Brulard Clinic, vacant for several years, was cur¬ 
rently a government hospital, and the antique mission Hen¬ 
ry had erected was only another unit in an expanded 
complex. David had not been there siu<» the parting on the 
airstrip, but once he had heard from H. Jerry Gilder, who 
said Pat was in fair shape. In San Pablo it was much 
the same as ever, apparently, and XOZ (no more XHB), 
inhibited by an agreement between the Roosevelt Federal 
Communications Commission and the government of Mex¬ 
ico, had a softer voice, no political overtones, and a 
lessened range; the mariachi bands, however, played on, 
but long since without the accompanying polished diction 
of Sylvan Borker, who was a respect^ radio news analyst 
in New York. 

And where did the money gained, fragile as autumn 
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leaves, go? Presumably to Kipp and Tiny, when an 
outraged government had had its share, and perhaps they 
lived somewhere in gilded retirement. From all David 
knew, the people Henry dealt witti in his heyday had not 
suffered from their contact with him. His own last es¬ 
pousal of Brulard apparently increased Alfred Baggs’s 
respect for his courage and integrity; he also suspected the 
publisher was relieved at having the doctor removed from 
CMifomia jurisdiction and the inevitable vicissitudes of a 
trial or trials. Gad Briton controlled a large and prosperous 
advertising agency and continued to give riotous year-end 
parties. John Drumm was a congressman representing a 
workingman’s district and had designs on the governor’s 
chair. Harold Green had a respectable clientele in the 
private housing field and three children; David had never 
seen Ann again, and didn’t want to. A Pargrun was a b^ 
guard in San Diego. After glowing sunset years, having 
written no more, Houston Hailing was in a nursing home, 
and his stylish wife had established herself in Pasadena, 
belonged to the Valley Hunt Club, and was frequently 
mentioned in the society pages of the Tribune. Nils and 
Helge Nordine worked in a health resort at Pato 
Springs. As a civil service commissioner, Ben Horowitz 
Was less active than formerly. Irene Sneed had vanished. 
And what of Mrs. Amelia Teakman? She was immortal, 
but anonymous, Terry Gillen had perished in a flaming 
airplane crash in Wichita. Dr. Lawrence Bokking wrote a 
weekly syndicated medical column for newspapers, having 
relinquished his editorial post on the American Medical 
Review, and the Tribune subscribed to his service; he was 
extemely severe with quacks and imorthodox practitioners. 
One nigbt. Samuel Guerdrich had been found, suffering 
from a minor brain lesion, in the bed of a female movie ex¬ 
tra, and David had helped suppress the incident; Sam was 
now retired, pottering about in a garden, walking with a 
cane, tallfing in slow, short sentences. His career ended by 
die Brulard scandal. Lane Grammercy had moved to San 
Francisco, a hero in his own fashion and now a com¬ 
manding figure in epicene circles, where he wore a wig and 
ruffled silk shirts and rouge on his cheekbones and boast¬ 
ed of having the biggest asshole on the Coast. 

David sighed and prepared to buzz his secretary. He ex¬ 
perienced a brief, secret joy. Nothing was Wasted. The 
quality of good and evil, bafflingly mixed and always 
essential, served some ambient purpose. There might even 
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be an overall order, and men could possibly justify theii 
curious, twisted existences. Dr. Brulard alive and fulfilling 
his destiny was comforting to know. 

But David didn’t want him back, nor did he have time to 
dwell long on his memory. And he thou^t he would not 
confide his discovery to Amy that night. Neither of them 
ever spoke of “Doctor.” He was dead and gone. 
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